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Mr. WARRENDER to Sir FRANCIS 
WILMor. 


oObͥ return in good time, my 

| 0 dear Frank, I was juſt wiſhing 

3 for ſome one on whom I can de- 
pend to make a confidant of, Craven 
has long held that place in conjunction 
with your worſhip : nay, while you was 
on your late ramble, he had the honour 
wi B 2 to 
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to poſſeſs it without a competitor. But 
now I ſhall have a few triffes to diſcuſs, 
which may not be quite ſo proper for a 
huſband's. ear, He is a good fellow, you 
know); and, as far as his comprebenſion 
will go, has a tolerable notion of things; 
but his mind was not form'd to ſoat to 
. that glorious height of freedom, to which 
ours have attained: he is but a half- 
fledged free-thinker, and I believe were 
any one to take as much pains to rebind 
him with the cords of prieſthood and ſu- 
perſtition, as we kindly did to looſen 
bim, he would be more firmly than 
ever entangled in their Net. I ſee, for 
example, that if it was not for down- 
right ſhame, after all his flouriſhes, he 
would abſolutely make a ſober, old-fa- 
ſhioned, fond, domeſtic 1 Ah! 
be it my care to prevent that, or my, 
new purſuit | will be ineffectual. Your 
new purſuit (cries my friend). Ves, 


Wilnat; what but novelty can give a, 
reliſh. 
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rel ſh to any enjoy ment under the ſun ? 
I find, if one could lure down an angel 
from heaven, after a few weeks enjoy- 
ment, ſhe would fink into a mere wo- 
man. Even my gentle Jefly, whom with 
ſuch difficulty I gained, and with fuch 
patience, ſuch unremitted zeal, purſued, 
even ſhe, that lovely charmer, what 
_ tranſports can ſhe communicate more 
than I have taſted with twenty others, 
who coſt me not half the pains? nay, 
ſhe damps my joys by her conſtant ſad- 
neſs; a perfect Niobe, for ever drown'd 
in tears: it would impair the moſt bril- 
liant eyes, and ſo much rain cool the 
moſt flaming heart. Silly ſoul ! ſhe is 
already but too blind to her own inter- 
eſt ; ſhe need not take ſuch methods to 
deftroy the little remains of fondneſs 
now left for her: let me die if I now 
can diſcover any thing extraordinary ei- 
ther in her perſon or face: the. image of 
another places itſelf between her and me, 
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and wholly: eclipſes her charms. This 
new divinity, this little enchantreſs, is 
no other than part of Craven's goods and 
chattles; it is the wife of his boſom : 
ah! .would to heaven her roſy cheek 
was now reclin'd on mine. My ſan- 
guine heart hopeth all things, like cha- 
rity; and believeth all things that it ar- 
dently witheth. One foundation for the 
former is, her having been trepanned 
into a marriage with our friend, and that 
without one grain of love on her part. 
But I begin to fear that the good old ſay- 
ing of Marry firſt, and love will come 
after, has ſome truth in it ; for pofi- 
tively the girl ſeems as comfortable and 
content as you pleaſe. But comfort and 
content, how very low in the ſcale of 
pleaſure are they to be ranked ? how 


humdrum ? how ill ſuited to the lively | 
ſenſations of youth? ſhe muſt wiſh for 
more enlivening joys; be it my happy 
lot to furniſh her with them. But how 

ſhall 
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ſhall I deceive, not only a huſband's Jew. 
lous eye, but the vigilant watchfulneſs 
of flighted love? My propoſing Jefly's 
living with them was à bad firoke ; for 
though I ſhall by that means have more 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing my new 
goddeſs, yet will it ever be in the pre- 
ſence of her rival; and Jeſſy, believing | 
herſelf my wife [to ſay truth, ſo ſhe is 
in fact, though I have taken care to put 
it out of her power to prove it] will think 
ſhe has the better right to be imperti- 
nent, Well, we'll ſee what can be done. 


Next week we ſet off, en famille, for 
London. Tis full time, for I am hear- 
tily fick of enacting the huſband. There 
I am again to be reſtored to liberty. To 
figure once more, as the gay Orlando 
Warrender, unfetter d, unconfin'd. 
There too, my rib reſumes the pretty 
and attractive title of miſs, Miſs Bel- 
mont, fond of a name, ſhe ſays, under 
5 B 4 which: 
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which * taſted a felleity,; too ex- 
quiſite to laſt. Very true, Jeſſy, tis a 
pity to be ſure; but nature ! nature! 
poor imperſect beings we are. Farewel, 
Frank; I am going to read to the la- 
dies, while they vie with each other, 
which ſhall firſt finiſh in their tambours, 
a waſteccat ad their . men. 


2 2 oF » * Of * 2 


Jam, Wirmor, | 
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Mrs. Craven to Miſs P&MBKOKE.- 


] OW is your Manas remantbit- 

I my dear Nancy, for that patient 
relignation ſhe was enabled - to practice 
on a late trying oceaſion, when all her 
proſpects of worldly happineſs ſeemed 
to be blaſted ! -I am now convinced, 
my beloved friend, that we know. not 
what is for our good; and that what at 
the time we deem a. curſe; is often a. 
bleſſing in. diſguiſe. So. truly am I now 
reconciled to my fate, ſo many good 
qualities have I diſcovered in Mr. Cra- 
ven, on a more perfect knowledge of 
bim, that I queſtion. if I had it now in 
my power to return to my fingle ſtate, 

'B 5. Whethen 
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whether I ſhould not rather prefer this, 
into which I entered with ſuch unaffected 


| Mr. Craven is quite a different man 

from what he appeared to me. Faſhion | 
made him affect vices, to which his 
heart is a ſtranger, He aſſumed the gay 
\ frivolous manners of a modern beau, 
whereas he is naturally grave. He 
thought it incumbent on him alſo to 
compleat the character of a fine gentle- 
man, of which he was ambitious; to ridi- 
cule religion: and much pains I find 
has been taken with him, and no ſmall 
pains has he taken himſelf, to reaſon 
away his faith, and to ftife the voice of 
conſcience, But I truſt, O my Nancy, 
I truſt, grace will be ſtronger than all 
the fallacious arguments that have poi- 
ſoned his mind. I muſt be cautious, but 


do not deſpair in time to ſee a thorough _ 
reformation ; then will my happineſs 
. —— 
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be compleat; What a comſort is it to- 
have nothing to reproach one's ſelf with, 
when things do not turn out as one could 
with ! How different are my feelings to 
thoſe of my lovely new friend, Mrs. 
Belmont? I was compelled to marry a: 
1 who at the time was my averſion :- 
bis was no remedy ! I fighd, and, 
without murmuring, ſubmitted to my 
deſliny. This lady, on the contrary, 
gained the man of her choice, . the man 
on whom the doated-;z but ſhe forfeited 
for him her duty, her diſcretion, and, 
the good opinion of her friends. She 
has filled her. aged father's heart with: 
 forrow :: and ah! how very ſorrowful 
has ſhe made her own? Eyen the man, 
for whom ſhe has done all this, regards 
her with leſs eſteem, than if ſhe had: 


ſacrificed her paſſion - to weightier con- 
ſiderations. Poſſeſſion has already vi. 


, 


_ fibly, even to me, an unconcern d d ſpec- 


tator, duviniſhed. his love! bay viſt. 
' bly: 
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bly then muſt it be diminiſhed in the 
eye of her, who is ſo deeply intereſted? 
She weeps inceſſantly, in ſpite of all the 
pains I take to raiſe: her dejected ſpirits. 
I begin to ſeel for her the moſt tender 
friendſhip, founded on compaſſion. 1 
am ſure ſhe muſt, ere grief made ſuch 
ravages, have been uncommonl y amia- 
ble and -accompliſhed. I hape it will 
not be long before Warrender relieves 
her from her painful anxiety, by doing 
her publick - juſtice. It ſeems; ſhe is 
under a ſolemn engagement never to re- 
veal their marriage without his conſent. 
What ungenerous advantages do men 
_ take, when they either by fair or foul 
means get our weaker, that is to ſay, 
our leſs artful, ſelfiſh and intriguing ſex 
into their power How I pity my poor 
friend, whoſe conſcious innocence is her 
only ſupport : an innocence, which ſhe 
is however not at liberty to vindicate to 
thoſe, whoſe * opinion is abſolutely 
| —— 
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neceſſary to her peace. I am now con- 
vinced that Mr. Craven's morals ſuffer- 
ed much by his intimacy with this Mr. 
Warrender, who, if I am not much mif- 
taken, in ſpite of his plauſible manner, 


is a hardened libertine. I his to me de- 


ſtroys all his exterior attraQion, Which, 
to ſay truth, he poſſeſſes i in a ſuperior 
degree to any man. (I do not even ex- 
cept my eſtimable guardian.) A dange- 
rous man I make no doubt he is to the 
generality of our ſex : pity the ſweet 

modeſt Jeſſy ſhould have been amongſt 
that number. I am ſorry, but for her 

ſake, that we are upon ſuch an intimate 
footing ; for by kis ſophifiry, 1 find he 
often deſtroys all that I have privately 
been labouring to effect, on the too 
yielding mind of Mr. Craven. 


4 Sidi Nancy. To-morrow 
we ſet off for that to me unknown world 
called London, I would much rather 

1 | con- 


i 
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continue here. I often thiok of FO co 
medy called the Relapſe; many, many, 
are the dangerous temptations with 
which, as I am told, that gay city a- 
bounds. Mrs. Warrender is ſtill more 
apprehenfive of bad conſequences from 
the intended expedition; beſides, ſhe is 
exceedingly fond of retirement. She 
never appears when we have company, 
leſt any of the families who viſit here, 
ſhould ſee her in town. She was to have 
paſſed for a ſingle lady, a relation of 
mine, when we got there; 3 but as ſhe 
is breeding, we bave been obliged to 
change our plan, and now ſhe is to con- 
tinue Mrs. Belmont, a young widow,. 
and my couſin. I hate falſehood of any 
kind; but here we muſt ſubmit to ne- | 
coſſy. Once. more adieu! 


Your's, 


ME: 


T TE RR. 
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Sir FRancts WILMor, to Mr. WAR 
* RENDER. at LoND DON. 


Finchley Lodge- 


ARRIVED here laſt night late, 
having made the beſt of my way leſt: 
the old gentleman ſhould have popt off, 
ere I could receive his laſt bleſſing, (viz. 
his eſtate) but to my ſurprize, (and joy 
to be ſure, I muſt add) he bas thought: 
better of the affair, and won't die this 
bout I fear (afide ). So here I ſit i 7 his 

well-rubb'd ſpacious oak parlour, with 
a quire of paper before me, all of which 
I could fill with praiſes of your pair of 
divinities. That dimple at the corner of 
the prettieſt mouth in the world, (Ma- 


riana's I mean.) How exquiſitely captiva- 
i | ting! ? 


— — . , . ̃]³— , , , , nog — a 
* 
i j 9 


16 ux MODERN 


ting? The 556 black arch'd eye- -brows 
of your Jeſſy, her long eye-laſhes, thro” 


which her charming eyes dart ſuch pe- 


-netrating, yet modeft beams ! the roſy 
cheek of the former ; the clear delicate 


fairneſs of the latter! the pleafing nai- 


wete.; the unaffected vivacity af Maria- 


na ! the ſoft ſigh, the refined ſentiments, 
breath'd forth by the ſweet voice of 


Jeſly ! Look at the formet' s elegant fi- 


gure, the movement of a light and 
ſprightly wood-ny mph, and you would 


ſwear, no woman could be tolerable 


who i is aboye the middle ſize. But turn 


your eyes upon the latter, ſee grace and 
majeſty, and you will pronounce height 


abſolutely neceſſary to beauty. How 
could Craven and you have the heart to 


ſpoil fiich a pair of ſhapes, naturally fo 
taper? Now I mention Craven, Do you 


know that fellow is already more than 


half ruined by tbat ſaber thing called 
matrimony ? Did vou mark what a 


 preachmens |; 
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preachment be gave us the Ader Ae ? 
Do, fall on ſome ſcheme to bring him 
back to reaſon: for your own ſake you 
; ought to do this, as well as for the ho- | 
nour of infidelity ; fince you will find no 
| favourable opportunities to court the 
wife, whoſe huſband is for ever dangling 
at her elbow. Let me ſee, To drink- 
ing he was never much addicted, his 
head is too weak for that kind of de- 
bauch; and as to madam Venus, tho | 
formerly her votary, yet am tempted 
to believe he was rather a rake from va- 
nity, and becauſe it is the bon ton to be 
ſo, than from conſtitution: and what 
impreſſion can her nymphs hope to 
make on him now, when that Divinity 
herſelf, in the perſon of Mariana, has 
deſign'd to honour him with her em- 
braces! What then is to be done? Ga- 
ming, there I have it: no vice (if we 
muſt call it by that harſh name) more 
intoxicating : and now I recollect, he 


uſed 
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uſed to take no ſmall pleaſure formerly, 
in the chearful ſound of a well-rattled 
dice- box. Carry him to Almack's then; 
ſet him a going; leave him to chance, 
and return like a true friend to comfort 
his wife, for the abſence of her dear. 
As to your Jefly, ſince as you ſay ſhe 
cannot prove her marriage, conſequently 
can reflect no diſhonour on you, be 
her conduct ever ſo modern, Why, 
what can be done ? When I can get 
leave of abſence from this fick uncle 
of mine, you may depend on ſeeing me 
at your hotel. Till then adieu! 


Francis WilMor.. 


1. E F. 
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Mrs. Craven to Miſs PEMBROKE. 
3 
U R fair young widow, though ſtill 


a ; 


in public, that by becoming familiar 


they paſs unnoticed. Not ſo a new face, 


though not perhaps half ſa, handſome. as 
thoſe whi:h ate neglected. Jeſſy and I 


have already been ſo much ſtared at, 
that we begin to ſupport that moſt diſ- 


concerting inſult (for as ſuch I regard 
the ardent gaze of impudent eyes) with 


ſome degree of compoſure; At frſt I 
thought I ſhould have expired with con- 
ſuſion: when at the play, the eyes of 
balf the houſe were turned upon us, as 


welt 


penſive, meets with univerſal admi- 
ration. The London belles live fo much 


* 
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well as half a hundred ſpy ing glace 
The country bloom of my cheeks, 
heighten'd by my bluſhes, put even the 
high and fiery ja pan of our travell'd belles 
outof countenance. The fame cauſe pro- 
duced a moſt beautiful effect on thoſe of 
Jeſſy. The lilly, too prevalent ſince 
the commencement of her. misfortunes, 
juſt yielded to a faint tincture of the roſe, 
Which gave a degree of animation to her 
ine features. Her huſband, (little does 
he deſerve the honour of that title) is 
very often here; but he pretends that ĩt 
is neceſſary to be exceedingly reſerved 
in his conduct te her, as it would be bis 
ruin, were his father to conceive -any 
ſuſpicions of the affair. J am forry to 
perceive that this reſfraint gives him no 
manner of uneafineſs ; poor Jeſſy ſuffers 
for both. I- ſhould think his attention 
would be awakened, and even his jea- 
Jouſy excited, by the flattering homage 
= by others to her charms ; but this 

, ſeems 


ſcems to paſh unnoticed. by him: indeed 
her conduct is fo amiably madeſt, fo 
free from all coquettiſh levity, that it is 


impoſſible he ſhould take offence. As 
to Mr. Craven, 1 have reaſon to be 


thankful, his bead to me is ever 


tender and uniformly obliging; but I 


fear he will not derive much advantage 
from the renewal of his connection with 
his former gay acquaintance. 


We had one day laſt week a viſit ſrom 
a very modiſh fine gentleman, a ſir 
Francis Wilmot. He ſeemed «xceed- 
ingly ſtruck with Jeſſy, nor did I pas 
w holly-unnoticed. He is not near fo 
handſome as either Mr. Warrender, or 
Mr. Craven, but ſeems full as much in- 
clined to do miſchief as the former is, 
and the latter was. I do not like him 
by any means ; none of Mr. Craven's 
old intimates are indeed ſuch as I could 


wiſh him to aſſociate with: but in thoſe 


matters 
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matters it is certainly not my province 


o direct. 


Adieu my Nancy. We go to night 
to a route at lady Dearing's, Mr. Cra- 
ven's fiſter. I muſt dreſs. Ever yours, 


M. C. 


LET. 


* 
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IL E T TE R XXXVI. 
Mrs. Craven to Miſs PEMBROKE. 


| London. 
CANNOT, my dear Nancy, be ſo 
regular in my corrſepondence here, 

as in the country. Conſtant viſiters leave 
me but few hours to paſs in my cloſet. 
The little apartment which goes by that 
name was ever, you know, my fa- 
vourite retreat. I have ſince I laſt wrote 


been much indiſpoſed, much vext, and 


at this moment my mind is diſtreſſed by 
2 thouſand uneaſy apprehenfions. Mr. 
Craven has lately been a good deal from 
home, begins to keep late hours, returns 
to me, ſober indeed, but often dejeed, 

and ſometimes even peeyiſh yet I can- 
not ſay that his fondneſs for me ſeems to 
be abated, Nothing can be more tender 
when 


— < 
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when he is with me, more ſolicitous to 
amuſe, and to diſſipate my fears; which 
in my preſent fituation, I am but too 
apt to indulge. He often makes reſolu- 
tions to renew the plan into- which we 
had ſo happily fallen in the country, of 
. domeſtic life: but this reſolution is 
N hardly form'd, or rather mentioned, 
ere à card of invitation to a tavern, or 
ſome other place of rendezvous, 18 re- 
ceived from one or other of his gay 
companions : : then plans of reformation 
are laid aſide till to-morrow to-morrow 
which ever is in view but never arrives, 
fince 'tis always Now. Mr. Warrender 
ſeems, though. to appearance without 
deſign ign, to ſeize every opportunity of his 
abſence to make us a viſit: his coolneſs 
to Jeff ly on theſe occafions often drives | 
her perci ipitately , to her apartment, 
where ſhe haſtens to hide her tears; 
at her ſhedding of which, he expreſſes 
moe: dif 1 Weich! would you 
believe 


believe it, Nancy ? two or three times 


when we have been thus leſt alone, he 
behaved to me in ſuch a manner, as 
leaves me no room to doubt of his hav- 
ing dared.— Ah! what part of my con- 
duct? What ſhall Ido? how free my- 
ſelf for the future from ſuch mortifying 
inſults? Not that he has had the pre- 
ſumption to. ſpeak plain, or indeed to 
ſpeak at all, at leaſt ſo that I ſhould be 
compelled to underſtand him, on the 


deteſted ſubject. But then his bold eyes, 


his expreſſive looks, his ſighs, his aifi- 
duity ; nay, he had the other day the 
effrontery, as my hand reſted on the 
back of a chair, while I read a card, 


to ſtep forward and touch it with his 


lips. I ſtarted, and even uttered a faint 
ſkream, occaſioned by my furprize : 


the wretch ſaid nothing, but with a 


ſuppliant air put one knee to the ground. 
I look'd contempt, and in filence [the 
look was ſufficiently expreſſive] left the 

Vo. II. ne room. 
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room. Once more I repeat it, my 
Nancy, what ſhall I do ? dreadſul miſ- 
chief might, nay would, I am convin- 
ced, be the conſequence of my hinting 
any thing of the kind to Mr. Craven; 
ſor both have, I know, daring ſpirits, 
and anice ſenſe of what is called honour. 
Yet to: ſuffer ſuch indignities without 
doing any thing to free me from them, 
may be regarded by the vain, worth- 
leſs fellow, as a degree of encourage- 
ment. Ah! if the poor Jefly ſhould 
diſcover his inconſtancy, I am convin- 
ced ſhe could not long ſurvive ſo ſevere 
à blow: ſhe muſt think him cool now, 
but ſhe little ſuſpects that his roving 
heart has already made a new choice. 


This morning my phy fician prevailed 
on me to loſe @ little blood. You know 
what a coward I am, my Nancy , in re- 

Z | gard to that operation. I was ſeated on 
| a couch; in one hand [ held my hand- 
| "IT kerchief, 


— 
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kerchief, preſſed againſt my eyes: there 
was no- body preſent but Anne and one 
of the houſe- maids. The blood ſpurted 
on my arm, and on the handkerchief as 
J held it up. I ſtarted and dropt it on 
the floor: by this means my eyes were 
uncovered; when, to my ſur prize, who 
ſhould I ſee ſtanding by my ſide with a 
dejected air, but the vile Warrender: 
he haftily ſtooped for my handkerchief, 
which he laid on my lap. The doctor 
retired : I wiak'd to Anne to ſtay, and 
bid her fit down to my tambour, at the 
farther end of the room. My unwelcome 
gueſt drew a chair cloſe to the ſopha, 
and with a ſoft voice and tender accent 
enquired how I did. I hardly vouch- 
ſafed an anſwer : but, as he ſat with his 
impudent eyes fixed on my face, I was 
forced to caſt mine down to avoid their 
hated glances ; and for want of ſome- 
thing elſe they fell on my handkerchief, 
which I could not help remarking to be 
„ 
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quite clean out of the folds, and not one 
ſpark of blood on it. I look'd more 


narrowly, and, to my ſurprize and indig- 
nation, ſaw mark'd on the corner of it 


at full length, Orlando Warrender. I 
bluſhed with indignation, and looked 


up with unaffected reſentment at the in- 
folent owner. His eyes met mine; at 
the fame moment he put his ſpread hand 
on his breaſt and prefſed it with fervour; 
when behold the corner of my handker- 


chief, 'which he had ſnatch'd up and 
ſubſtituted his own in the room of it, ap- 


peared bloody, W out of his ſhirt 


Ern 


Ibach roſe, ſpite of my weakneſs, 
or rather faintneſs, cauſed by the late 
operation, and calling to Anne, ſaid, I 
muſt retire to my apartment; but that 


1 would ſend Mrs. Belmont, according 


to his defire, to keen him company. 
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So ſaying, I rang the bell; ordered the 
ſervant to tell that lady, Mr. Warrender 
begg'd to ſee her, and ſlightly courte- 
ſying, went and lock'd myſelf into my clo- 
ſet. What ſay you to all this, my Nancy ? 
O ! how uncertain are the joys of this 
vain world : I thought all my troubles 
at an end, and now alas they ſeem 
but commencing. | 


— 


* is one o'clock in the morning, and 
Craven not yet come home: Jeſſy 
be I fat him down at Almack's, as we 
went on a round of vifits in the after- 
noon, I much fear, that he either has 
acquired lately, or has renewed, a taſte 
for gaming. Dreadful are its conſe- 
quences |. for who can fay, ſo far will | 
1 go, and no farther. | 


Adieu! I hear his rap. Good night, | 
Tis more than will be eapy'd oy — 
your 

M. Char. 
Ca -"L EE 


— 


r 
Mrs. Craven to Miſs PEMBROKE. 


London. 


F T down to give my Nancy (if 
my agitations will permit me a ſuffi- 
cient degree of recollection) an account 
of ſuch an adventure — Heavens! what 
are now the feelings of the poor ill-fated 
Jefly ? We went laſt night, accompa- 
nied by our huſbands, to ſee the fatal 
marriage (fatal alas! has marriage been 
to her). When the play was over, the 
gentlemen led us to the coach, and hand- 
ing us in ſaid, they were to meet a par- 
ty at the Bedford, ſo begg'd we would 
not wait ſupper. Jeſſy and I drove 
home : 
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kale : we had two ſervants with flam- 
beauxs, who ſtood at the door when we 
went into the carri-ge ; ſo that any one 
who choſe to examine our faces, could 
not fail to have a perfect view. As my 
companion ſtepped in I heard a voice, 
of which I took very little notice, or of 
the ſpeech either at the time, exclaim 
It is, it is her. | 


We had hardly got up to the draw- 
ing; room, ere ſome one rapp'd hard, 
in a kind of aukward manner, as if in a 
hurry, at the ſtreet · door. Heavens 
| (ery'd I, running to the head of the 
ſtairs) can that be Mr. Craven already ? 
TI hope he has got off his engagement, 
a Hardly had I uttered this, when I heard 
a rough voice ſay in a reſolute tone, I 
tell you ſhe is here; and I muſt and will 
ſee her. I ſay there is no ſuch perſon 
as miſs Livingſton, (returned the ſer- 
vant) ſo beat your march fri end, or I'll 
Cc 4 ſhut 


mut the door in your face. Raſcal, re- 
ſumed the other, ſpringing forward, 
Tell your miſtreſs that her father would 
ſee her; but I ſuppoſe the is above: 
(added he) and ere they could ſtop him, 
a venerable grey-headed man made his 
appearance. I ftarted back, he followed 
me into the drawing-room. The terri- 
fied]efly had heard his well-known voice, 
and ſunk o'erwhelm'd with a variety of 
painful emotions into a chair, where, on 


dur entrance, ſhe ſat trembling, and pale 


as death. The old man ſtopped in the 


middle of the floor, and look'd round: 


Accurſed be the wages of iniquity, 
(ery'd he, claſping his hands,) O! 
Jeſſy, hadſt thou known the true value 
of virtue, thou wouldſt have preferred thy 
father's cottage to this gaudy habitation 
of riot and debauchery. She roſe the 
picture of filent deſpair, and with a 
moving air, caſting down her fine eyes, 
and meekly putting her 1] proved hand on 
| | her 
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her boſom, knelt before him. Blazing. 
in Jewels went he on! How much leſs 
lovely doſt thou appear in theſe, the 
price of thy diſhonour,. than when ador- 

ned in thine own native . innocence ? | 
judge not too raſhly, fir, interrupted I, 

out of patience to hear her ſo unjuſtly 
ſuſpected. Strive not to vindicate me, 
my ſympathizing friend, (cry'd Jeſſy) 
let my puniſhment take its courſe; it 
cannot be more ſevere than I merit, let 
it come. Then (added ſhe, ſtriking her 
breaſt) let it wound deep, that it maß 
break a heart capable of ſuch weakneſs, 
ſuch ingratitude, ſuch crimes as mine. 
O my father! my juſtly incenſed father! 
you. will, J know, pardon your unduti- 
ful Jeſſy, when ſhe is peacefully laid in 
ber humble grave. How juſt are thy 
judgments heaven! (continued ſhe, rai- 

fing her fine eyes) how is our puniſh» | 
ments ſuited to our faults ! twas juſt,. 


'twas right, that the man for. whom F 
4 C 5 broke 


— 
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broke throbgh G many facred ties ſhouts 
be the firſt to afflict me. The old man 
wiped from his reverend cheek a tear, 
which nature, ſtronger than his reſent- 
ment, forced him to ſhed. By your fu- 

ture obedience (faid* he) make ſome a- 
mends for your paſt conduct: go ſtrip 
off thoſe og of your ſhame, and wk 
low me. 


ik With meek reſignation ſhe inſtantly 
obeyed, and quickly took off her jew- 
els, and other ornaments. He then or- 
dered her to get a long cloak and bon- 
net, which was alſo done : ſhe pulled 
the latter over her red ſwelled eyes, and 
turning to me, Farewell, my eſtimable 
friend ; if the man who has heap'd ſuch 
- ſorrow on me has the leaſt honour, the 
leaſt humanity, he will do me juſtice : 
tell him, nothing ſhall tempt me to vio- 
late my ſacred promiſe ; but that I in- 
treat him to ſet my father's heart at reſt ; 
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'tis all I aſk : then let him abandon me 
to my cruel fate, and if he chuſes,— 
ſhe pauſed „ ber voice choak d | by her | 
emotions ; then (reſumed ſhe ſobbing) 
he need never take the trouble to enquire 
for me, and never ſee me more. She 
advanced to me, her arms extended; un- 
able to add another word. I preſſed hen 
to my boſom ; we ſhall ſoon meet a- 
gain, (ſaid I, weeping) : he muft, he 
will, do you juſtice. Her impatientfa- 
ther ſeized her hand, and led her away. 
She turn d her head; ſhe figh'd, raiſed: 
her other hand, then let it fall extended, 
and in filence ſuffered him to conduct 
her where he thought fit. I look'd out 
at the window : by the lamps I ſaw 
them enter a hackney coach, which 
waited for them, and away they drove. 
I long'd for Mr. Craven's return, that I 
might communicate this melancholy 


He 


36 TI MODERN 


He came at laſt about two o'clock in 

the morning, but, for the firſt time, ſo 
| intoxicated, that he could hardly, even 
with the aſſiſtance of his fervant, ſtagger 
to his apartment. What a fight for me 
J was both terrified and diſguſted, yet J 
thought it my duty to ſtay with him. 


People in his fituation are generally 
though ridiculouſly fooliſh, yet good hu- 
moured. Liquor had produced on him 
4 contrary effect: at firſt he was only 
obſtinate and peeviſn, but he had not 
been a quarter of an hour in the room, 
ere he work'd himſelf into a rage. He 
upbraided me with my partiality to Sir 
William; called me ungrateful, for not 
returning his paſſion after all the trouble 
he had taken to gain my affections: 
{wore 1 hated him; then pauſed : cur- 
ſed the dice-box : ſaid, he had been 
ſtripped by a gang of ſharpers : threw 

| him- 
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himſelf back in his chair, and turned _ 
out his empty pockets. What a con- 
temptible, what a wretched figure does 
a man make, who has thus voluntarily 
deprived himſelf of his reaſon, and funk 
himſelf even lower than a brute ! one 
would think no one would ever be guilty 
of exceſs, who had ſeen another in that 
contemptible fituation. With great dif- 
ficulty I prevailed on him to go to bed. 
What a taſk was it for your friend, my 
Nancy? I could not ſo far conquer my 
difguſt as to place myſelf by him, but 
fat down in an armed chair by the bed- 
fide. He had not lain long, ere he be- 
came exceedingly ſick. I held his head: 
he did not ſeem at all ſenfible of a ten- 


derneſs and attention that coſt me ſo 
much. Good heavens ! if he ſhould ac- 


cuſtom himſelf to this horrid vice, I © 


feel it will be impoſſible for me to live 
with him: I can pardon much, but this 
is very diſguſting to a woman of any 

| delicacy. 
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delicacy. I know not when I was ſo 
much hurt: my temper, my. patience 
has been far leſs try'd by what Iought 
to eſteem much greater misfortunes. I 
have not ſeen him this morning. As 1 
ſat up all night, I very early retired to 
my pen. I feel exceedingly diſordered, 

both in mind and body. My gentle 
ſympathizing Jeſſy, alas! is no longer 
here to conſole me. I fear I have been 
indiſcreet in my preſent ſituation, by 
not going to bed: my pulſe is high, 
my hands burn like fire. Adieu! adieu! 
have ordered ſome coffee for Mr. 
Craven. I will go to him. 


M. Craven. 


LET. 
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I 


Mrs. Craven to Miſs P:MBROKE. 


— 


London. 


WEN to the bed, and drew back 

the curtain. How are you, Mr. | 
Craven? here is ſome coffee for you: 1 
hope you will find it of ſervice. I durſt 
not hint that I ſuppoſed his aching head 
ſtood in need of ſome relief. He fix d 
his eyes with a ſort of wild ftare for 
ſome moments on my face. Poor girl! 
muttered he, no ſettlements made on 
her, on our ſtrange marriage: and now 
what have ] to ſettle? How lovely [went 
he on] and once how beloved ! but I 


have done with all the ſoſter paſſions. 
Dear 
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Dear Mr. Craven, you terrify me. In 
ſaying this I attempted to take his hand, 
but he threw himſelf back in the bed, 

and claſping them, exclaimed in a bro- 
ken voice, I have ruined both myſelf 

and you; then uttering a groan turned 
bis face from me. At that moment Anne 
came in, and whiſpered me that Mr. 

Warrender was below, and begg'd to 

fpeak with me on buſineſs of confe- 

_ quence. I went down, greatly agita- 


ted and hardly knowing what I did. 


Mr. Warrender roſe on my entrance, 
and with a dejected air, leading me to 
a ſeat, ſaid, he was deeply concern'd, 
much diſtreſſed to be obliged to give 
me one moment's pain. But as he had: 
not a ſufficient ſhare of influence over 
his friend my huſband, he thought it 
neceſſary. to give me a hint of his late 
unfortunate conduct, that I might try 
e * __ and tender remon- 
tre F Si . ſtrances 
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ſtrances could effect. I wiſh'd from his 
firſt coming to town, (continued he) to 
prevent his renewing any intimacy witn 
his old aſſoc iates: but my advice had 
no weight ; his pliable temper is eaſily 
led aftray, no man makes more lauda- 
ble reſolutions, but no man is more ea- 
fily tempted to break them. You, ma- 
dam, ſeemed while in the country to 
have wrought in him an almoſt miracu- 
lous change : what cannot beauty and 
ſweetneſs like yours effect! I did not 
thank him for his compliment, but I 
was much more diſpleaſed with the look 
with which it was accompanied. How- 
ever, I took no notice of either. I ſup- 
| Poſe, madam, (reſumed: he, after a 
pauſe) he has at leaſt dropped ſome 
hints to you of his laſt night's, misfor- 
tune. I uſed every argument I could 
think of to diſſuade him from play, but 
as he had made much freer than uſual 
with 
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with the bottle, where we ſupp'd, e | 
was no making him liſten to reaſon : 
he play d deep, and with very little 
Tkill. 1 knew but few of the company; 
I do not think however, that they prac- 
tiſed any gambling arts : there was in- 
deed no occaſion, fince he was not in a 
condition, on fair terms, to contend 
with them. Had I not almoſt forcibly 
dragged him away, I really believe he 
would have beggar'd himſelf ; as it was, 
he loſt :—but pardon me, dear madam, 
J ſee how much you are ſhocked ! be 
not alarmed, for your ſake I will endea- 
vour to prevent the fatal conſequence. 
For my fake, fir, (cry'd I, a little dif- 
dainfully) if you have no regard for him, 
trouble not yourſelf about me : I want 
not your aſſiflance, nor would I for the 
world owe you any obligations; ſince 
your condud1 to my amiable friend, your 
Fe; convinces me that you are inca pa- 


ble 
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ble of true generoſity. My wife, ma- 
dam? (interrupting me, his colour 
changing) that remains to be——bur, 
checking himſelf, tis all her own fault. 
So peevith, ſo impatient, no depend- 
ance on my honour. Ah! (faid I figh- 
ing,) I fear ſhe will find it is but little 
to be depended on; tis almoſt a pity 
that ſhe regards her vow in fo different 
a light to what you do your ſolemn en- 
| gagement: : ſhe might aſſert her right, 
and force you to do her juſtice. He 
ſmiled contempt. Perhaps not, madam, 
(with provoking compoſure). Well, well, 
fir, tis no affair of mine; and now 
you have got rid of her in a way you lit- 
tle think of, Excuſe me, madam, I 
this morning received a billet from her; 
dated from an inn on the road, infor- 
ming me of ter laſt night” 8 adventure. | 
She will be better with her father at 


Preſent than ſhe could have been any 
where 
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where elſe : and much pains as the has 
taken to deſtroy my regard for her, and 
to make me repent. my choice; yet 
ſhall ſhe find me a man of honour, when 
the ſituation of my affairs will permit; 
till then, ſhe muſt have patience, I 
cannot, as ſhe importunately requeſts, 
vindicate her conduct to her father: I 
too well know his temper, and that an 
immediate diſcovery to mine would be 
the conſequence. He has got over the 
ſhock ; but if ſhe forgets her promiſe, 
Dane will ſhe repent her imprudence, 
for never would I pardon her, In ſhort, 
madam, I once more repeat it, nothing 
can be done at preſent; ; ſhe muſt have 
patience : ſhe was lately withing for 
retirement; the doats on the country, N 
her wiſhes are now gratified. I raiſed 
my hands and eyes, Unfeeling wretch 
He had the aſſurance to ſnatch one of 


my hands, and graſping it with an ea- 
gerneſs 
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gerneſs that-pain'd: me, exclaimed, Un- 
feeling! O ! if you knew my heart 
I ſtruggled from him with indignation. 
Did you ſend for me, fir, thus to inſult 
me? He threw himſelf) at my feet: 
Though you ftrike daggers into my heart 
| by your lovely indignant ſcorn, (cry d 
he) yet muſt I ſpeak; yet muſt I, tho 
I know *tis madneſs to tell you that I 
love! that J adore! Leave the houſe 
this inſtant, fir, (interrupted I) or I will, 
with the indignity you deſerve, have 
you forced from it. Your threats, ma- 
dam, (ſaid he, calmly riſing) do not in 
the leaſt intimidate : were your huſband 
and all his domeſticks armed againſt 
me, I ſhould not fear to encounter 
them: my life is of too little value; you 
madam, have rendered me weary of it, 
] caſt at him a glance of anger and con- 
tempt, and hurried out of the room. I met ' 
Anne, whom I took with me to my clo- 

| ſet, 


——— — — — — — — 
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ſet, finding: myſelf ready to fain: ſhe 
gave me ſome drops; but on my continu- 
ing exceedingly diſordered, ſhe without 
aſking my leave fent for the doctor, 
as ſhe has juſt own'd. to me; while ſhe 
intreats me not to write, as it will, the 


fays, too much fatigue me. The wor 
tor 1 n his 870 


- Adies 1 Jam bad, . bad in- 
deed, LD: 1 
Your's, 
| NM. . 
L E T. 


1 
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Mr. WarRENDER to Sir FRANCS 
3 WIL MOT. Wk 


FNOnfoundedly unſucceſsful in my 
new amour, Frank : I am almoſt 
tempted to bid adieu to the whole inſo- 
lent provoking ſex. Poor Craven! I. 
have led him on to ruin, without its 
promiſing to anſwer any manner of pur- = 
poſe ; fince neither importunity nor op- _ 
portunity will melt the 'obdurate heart | 
of his too, too lovely help-mate. He 
games, and loſes his money ; then 
drinks like a fiſh to drown his care: I 
really neither intended to lead him, nor 
wiſh'd him to go, fo far; all I aimed at 
was, to break the thread of their uni- 
form, and, what is called, domeſtic feli- 
city, 
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city. I wanted him in appearance to 
flight his wife, that I might ſtep in and 
tempt her to take a modiſh revenge: 
but ſo far am I from ſucceſs, that from 
a degree of friendſhip, ſhe now ab- 
ſolutely regards me with abhorrence. 
Never did woman before ſo mortify my 
pride! I, who never before met with a 
fair one that could withſtand my at- 
tractions. But I will be revenged. By 
heaven I will ! dearly ſhall ſhe repent 
her haughty ſcorn : either by fraud or 

force I ſwear ſhe ſhall be mine; and 
my oaths in theſe caſes, are like the 
laws of the Medes and Perfians. 


As to Craven, he muſt follow his 
on devices; there is no ſtopping him 
now in his carcer : he was born to be 
ruined, ſo fate muſt take its courſe. I 
am told that his eftate is already mort- 
gaged, for almoſt its whole value. Poor 
Mariana, or rather proud Mariana; 

how 
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how will ſhe be humbled ? for 1 find 
there was no ſettlement made on her at 
their marria ge, not even of her own 
little fortune : the circumſtances of 
that ſtrange marriage, rendering it an 
irregular harum-ſcarum affair. If ſhe 
knew her own intereſt then, ſhe ought 
timely to ſecure me as her friend. Sweet 
girl! I am almoſt ſoftened when I think 
of the danger ſhe has been expoſed to, 
and from which ſhe is not yet perfectly 
recovered.  Flurried, her ſpirits hur- 
ried by the declaration of my paſfion, 
and no leſs hurt by her huſband's con- 
duct, the gentle creature fell fick. A 
miſcarriage I find! ſo much the better: 
| ſhe ought to thank me for my being 
any way the means of preventing her 
bringing into the world a hapleſs infant, 
who would have been born to beggary. 
She is, in conſequence of . this confined 
do her room. I hover about the houſe, 

as the ſouls of the dead are ſaid to do 
Vor. II. D about 
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en the graves: which contain the bo- 
dies of their beloved companions. Pro 
voking chit! I, believe the ſhuts. herſelf, 


up twice as long as ſhe need to do, on 


r to torment me: but Ma 2 


„ take — Ns by: "ap 

and, like another Paris, carry off my 
Helen. O! what is there that I would 
not attempt, in hopes of gaining ſuch a 
prize ! Craven is ſeldom; in the way to 
obſtruct me. The tavern, and gaming 
table are now his home. Jeſſy at laſt 


has given me a reſpite, and put a ſtop 


to her importunate ſcrawls : indeed ſhe 
found 'twas labour loſt. I am pleaſed 
with the girl for her ſtrict adherence to 
her word, however ; a daſh of religion 
is not amiſs for the weaker veſſels. 
Were Lever to have a daughter in the 


lawful way, the ſhould pray ſeven 


times a day, were it but to keep her 
* and from hs miſchief ;; 
A church 


2 
* 
* 


a church mould be the only publick 
place into which ſhe ſhould ſet her foot. 


Adieu adieu. 1 am on the wing 
for St. James s- Square; there all my 
treaſure dwells. : 


 _ Your's, &c. 
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Mrs. WARRENDER to Mrs. CRAVEN. 


WOULD ere now have wrote to 

my beloved Mrs. Craven; but grief, 
and ſo deep-rooted a melancholy as mine 
is, accompanied with a ſort of indolence 
bordering on ſtupifaction, loſt to all joy, 
deprived of hope, and bury'd in this ob- 
ſcure retreat, ſecluded from the chear- 
ful comforts of ſociety ; what had ] to 
do but fit and weep, and wiſh for a 
| ſpeedy releaſe from my troubles. My 
father intended, as ſoon as he could ſettle 
his affairs ſo as to accompany me, to 
have plaped me in a-convent ; but on 
diſcovering my condition, he is obli- 
96 8 | 0 ged 
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ged to wait till I am delivered of my 
burthen. Ol my friend, how hard 
is it that I am compelled by a fatal 
vow, and the ungenerous cruelty of him 
who extorted it from me, to appear in 
the deſpicable light of a wanton in the 

eyes of a parent, whoſe eſteem is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to my peace] but tis the will 
of heaven thus to puniſh me for my 
breach of duty : be it then my taſk pa- 
tiently to ſubmit. From that unfeeling 
inconſtant, for whom I am thus ruined 
and diſgraced, I find by woeful expe- 
rience, that I have nothing to hope: he 
vouchſafes not even to anſwer my let- 

ters. I will write no more. 


A trying hour now approaches, from 
' which J have great reaſon to expect, that 
an end will be put to all my ſufferings : I 
look forward to it with impatience : may 


the hapleſs innocent alſo ſhare my fate! 
"2-3 may 
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may its mother's fond arms, which in 


happier circumſtances would have re- 
ceived it with ſuch joy, now fold it 
breathleſs to her equally cold, and no 


longer tortur'd boſom. Theſe are ever 


the gloomy thoughts and wiſhes which 


accompany me in my ſolitary rambles. 


Lou would not know me again, my 


friend, fo much have inceſſant ſorrows 
faded my few charms : my dreſs too is 
coarſe, and well becomes a penitent : 


my hair hangs neglected o'er my ſhoul- 
ders; its native ringlets are no longer 


diſpoſed with ſtudied grace; they are 


left to the rude blaſts af the piercing 


winds, as I ramble o'er bleak and barren 


mountains, without pauſing to confider 
"which way I ſhall bend my courſe, but 


flying as if I could leave my woes be- 


hind, while the rocks re-echo my com- 


Paints. 


Some» 
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Sometimes I fit me nnd on a 
er precipice, and with my pencil 
draw a moving picture of my grief, 
addreſſing the fad epiſtle to him, whoſe 
heart, alas! is harder than the rock from 
whence. I date it: not till night do I 
return to our ' gloomy cottage ; there 
my father, ſinking to his grave with ſor- 
row.and ſhame, mixes his ſighs and 
tears with- mine: euer our wy” 9 1 
_—— . 85 

Of that my poor babe was born, 
1 And placed upon the nurſe's knee; 90 

Andi myſelf col in my grave; 5 
? Tor ot my tif I am | Weary. 1 


| Olten Joes my. „ grief break forth, ia 
ſome ſuch diſmal ditty as. the above: I 
find that there is really ſomething ſoo- 
BOY | in indulging. a fad luxury of woe. 

90 . I hope 


{ 
'q 
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I hope your fate, my friend, will con- 


linue more fortunate than that of your 
 Jefly. Mr. Craven, I truſt, has by 
this time put in practice his good reſo- 


lutions; or at leaſt that he will, when 
the fair ſeaſon advances, which leads you 
again to ſcenes of rural felicity heaven 
grant it: Amen. V. 


201 


As I never bafate 1 was in a this. oo of 


the world, that is to ſay, fo far north, 
I happily paſs unnoticed and un- 
known, Lord W— and his ſiſters are 
at Paris, whither they went as a jaunt of 

pleaſure on the marriage of lady Chriſty, 
with the Mr. Wivil, whom you have 
heard me meztion. O] What worth 
did lord W— poſſeſs in comparifon of 
my undoer! but I, weak creature, blind 
to my true intereſt, blind to merit, was 


caught, like other light, inconfiderate 
ones of my ſex, with outward ſhew. 


Too 
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Too late, too fate I ſee and lament my 
folly. | 


Adieu! my dear madam: I ſhalt 
tire you with my complaints: permit 
me to ſubſcribe myſelf | your. friend; 
your obliged and affeQtionate 


\ 


— 


Jess w. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Mes. Au WARNER to Miss Per 
' BROKE, 


TAKE the liberty to write to you, 
my dear madam, on a very melan- 
choly occafion. If I may preſume to 
adviſe, I think ſome one of your wor- 
thy family, as my lady's neareſt rela- 
tions, ſhould attend her as ſoon as poſ- 
fible. O! ſhe has ſuffered more than 
her weak frame will be able to ſupport. 
Her patience, her pious reſignation is 
put to the utmoſt proof. But pardon 
me, x + I keep you in painful ſuſ- 
Pence: you have been informed by my 
ae den of her miſcarriage, though not 
ſo ſoon as 1 could have wiſhed, or I 
doubt 
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doubt 1 not; ſhe would ere now have been 
conſoled by your preſence. Still I Wan- | 
der from my melancholy ſubject. . 
what a vile; gentleman has Mr. Warren- 
der proved himſelf to be perhaps my 
lady. might hint ſomething, of this mat- 
ter to you. e bad frequently alarmed 
and offended her by his criminal paf- 
fion, but never till yeſterday did. he 
attempt—ah:! madam, I ſhudder to re- 
collect what he then attempted-:—my 
maſter was from home; (alas ! he is 
too often ſo) my lady as uſual, in her a- 
partment, to which for five weeks paſt 
ſhe has been confin d, or rather has con- 
fined; herſelf as to an imagined aſſy lum, 
againſt. the inſult of which her prudence 
made her afraid to complain. The vile 
Mr. Warrender called regularly twice a 
day to enquire after her health: how 
be yeſterday found admiſſion to her 
chamber I do not know: perhaps by 


bribing one of the ſervants: but there 
„ too 
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too ſure he was. Going by chance into 
her dreſſing- room; (by chance, f ſay, 
for the houſckeeper had aſked me to 
aſſiſt her in making fome ſweet-meats, 
which gives me reaſon to ſuſpe ſhe was 
in the iniquitous ' plot) there I was a- 
armed by loud and repeated ſkreams. 
I ran to the door of 'my lady's apart- 
ment; it was lock'd on the infide * 1 
now diſtinctly heard her calling for help. 
Like one diſtracted I flew down ſtairs, 
thrieking all the way; the rſt perſon 
I met in the hall was my maſter. O, fir, 
dear fir, my lady will be 'murdered ! 
He flew up ſtairs, burſt open the door. 
What a ſcene ! my miſtreſs to appear- 
ance half dead on the floor, and Mr. 
Warrender with torn roffles and hair all 
in diſorder. What do 1 ſee ! (exclaimed 


Mr. Craven) can I believe my ſenſes? 
Why ſhould you be ſurpriſed, inter- 


rupted the hardened wretch, (Mr. War- 
render mean) you knew my princi- 
== ples : 
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ples: if you would chuſe friends of my 
caſt, you muſt take the conſequence. 
Yeu may remember that | told you 
from the firſt, if I liked your wife I 
would gain her; and who ſhall dare to 
controul me in my pleaſure? What I 
dare do, that I dare juſtify. Come on 
then, and receive the fatisfaction which 
I ſee you are going to demand. In ſay- 
ing this, he drew his ſword : one word 
more (added he) before we engage. 
Your wife is as chaſte in body as in 
mind; the truth of this I call heaven 
and earth to witneſs, and _ know 1 
ſcorn a falſhood. 


I was, _ this —_ bufy i in at- 
tempting to recover my lady, but in 
vain; for ſeeing the conſequence from 
the providential appearance of her huſ- 
band, ſhe had only power to ſigh out, 
O! do not, do not fight! adding, 
z0ollelv Protect 
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Protect him, heaven! when the fell in- 
to a ſwoon, from which no common re- 
me dies could reſtore her. While ſhe en- 
groſſed my attention, . the two gentle- 
men ſought, and that with ſuch deſpe- 
rate rage and fury, that ere I could 
ſummons, by loudly ringing the bell, 
the reſt of the ſervants, they were both 
dangeroufly wounded, inſomuch, that 
the ſurgeons ſay, it will be next to a 
miracle if either of them recover. They 
are both in the houſe, though in differ-- 
ent apartments: there was no ſending a 
perſon away, worthleſs as he is, in the 
dying condition to which Mr. Warren- 
der was reduced. An expreſs is by his. 
defire ſent off to; Mrs. Belmont, as ſhe 
was called, who I now find is his wife. 
My lady is once more confined to her 
bed, where ſhe lies o erwhelm'd with 
the deepeſt affliction: ſhe weeps, ſhe 


* but fill bears: her "misfortunes 
PROVE without | 
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without uttering any impatient lamen- 
tations: her ſilent grief is much more 
affecting than the moſt paſſionate com- 
plaints. I muſt attend her, and beg 
leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, madam, -” 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ANNE WARNER. 
x 
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Miſs Nancy PeMBRoKE to Mrs. 
_ SALWIN, at Sudly. 


REY London. 

MY dear aunt, from what a. 
houſe of mourning do 1 date this 
letter! What a dreadful change has ta- 
ken place, ſince I laſt viſited: our belo- 
ved Mariana ! then juſt married, and,. 


in ſpite of ſome unfavourable circum- 


ſtances, as I hoped not unhappily, doa- 
ted on by a fond, and not unamiable 
huſband ; affluent. in their circumftan- 
ces; regular in their domeſtic cecono- 
my; ferved with reſpect, and regarded 
with-eſteem. Now behold. that unfor- 
tunate huſband nearly murdered by the- 
man he look'd on as his friend : his 

fortune 


1 
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fortune: diffipated by gaming and de- 
bauchery; his head diſtracted; his con- 
ſcience tortured | with guilt, and his 
heart torn with ſorrow and remorſe for 
having ruined the woman, whom, in the 
midſt of all. his vices and follies, he ne- 
ver ceaſed to love. See in another room 
the gentle Mariana; her beauty nipp d 
in its prime, finking under a load of 
forrow : not friendleſs boweyer, thank 
heaven; for you my aunt, you my 
worthy uncle, and you my Olivia and 
Lucy ah! ſhall we not all join to 
conſole the lovely mourner, when the 
unfortunate Craven is no more? (an 
event hourly expected, more however 
from the fever, which the perturbation of 
his mind has thrown him into, than from 
his wounds, it ſeems): when he has paid 
his debt to nature, then will T, with our 
beloved, return to dear Sulley. O 
ſince I have by ſuch dreadful inſtances, 
ſeen the danger of Jaunching into the 
25 | gay 
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gay world, its delightful. ſhades; its in- 
| nocent amuſements, are ten times more 
endeared to me than ever. Poor Mrs, 
Warrericdter is every hour expected: at 
length it ſeems, her vile hufband is in- 
clined to do her guſtice: his will in her 
favour, (Which he not ungeneroufly. made 
from tha firſt of their connection, ) leſt ſhe 
- ſhould not arrive, iu time, was this, mor- 
ning, read before; proper, witnelſes, and 
Put into the | hands of his attorney... Sbe 
will be handſomely, provided ſor ſo 
that. 1 think his death is a. happy event, 
fince, , after the cruel treatment ſhe re- 
ceived, her aftion muſt be nearly ex- 
Fe, $f and, as even now, in the 
| awful hour of ſuch imminent danger, his 
| | daring ſpiric ! is not bum led to repent- 
| ance, there is no. room to hope that he 
would reform, ſhould heaven even ſee fit 
to ſpare him. Iſuppoſe he makes a point 
of ſupporting the character of a free- 
thinker to the laſt in which he is, no 
54 | doubt, 
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doubt, encouraged by his friend a Sir 
Francis Wilmot. Not ſo poor Mr. 
Craven: in the mid of all her diſtreſſes 
our Mariana is conſoled to know that 
he is ſo ſenſible of his vices, and what 
is ſtill better, that he fo fincerely, laments 
them. At her motion (which he ea- 
gerly caught) a clergyman was ſent for, 
and now conſtantly attends him. Mrs. 
Craven has ordered a mattraſs to be pla- 
ced at her huſband's bed-fide, anxious 
to be near, and to offer him all the aſ- 
fiſtance in her power. Twas in vain to 
object. This evening ſhe is, in ſpite 
of her weakneſs, to be moved to his 
chamber. Surely ſuch virtue and fuch 
reſignation as hers, will meet with its 
reward. Adieu, | wy good aunt. A 
carriage tops: : is, as 1 . Mrs. 
Warrender. 5 


Your' 8 aw aſſeAionately, | 


Nancy PaMpXORE. 


LET- 
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Miſs Nancy PzMpRoOKE to Mits 
© SALWIN, at Sudly. 


w AS pleaſed: with the fight of Mrs. 


| Warrender. I was furor... 4 br 
| uncomman beauty : ſhe has one of thole 
76 kind of faces, which, as its chirms do 


not depend upon compleclion, is not to 
| be injured by grief. The fineſt black 
| eyes in the world ſeem to receive new 


| \ luftre by her tears; and the. air of her 
countenance is rendered doubly attrac- 
| 


| 55 by its plaintive melancholy caſt. 
I really think her almoſt as lovely as 
Mariana, and that, from me, is allowing 
a vaſt deal. She is but juſt recovered, 
# x from. 


— — — —— — re 
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' from her lying- in: the child lived only 
2 week, but ſhe would give up half the 
number of the days allotted: her, could 
ſhe recall him, and get them beſtow'd 
on her ſweet babe. I can eaſily foreſee 
what will be the concluſion of her ad- 
ventures: indeed ſhe has to me hinted 
ſomething of that nature. A nunnery |! 
that comfortable aſſy lum for old maids, 
woe-begone + widows, and love-lorn 
damſels. | 


I am inclined to be 1 this mor- 
ning: poor Craven is rather better. 
With what anxiety does Mariana watch 
every change of his diſtemper What 
cannot a ſenſe of duty effect on a mind 
like hers! had the warmeſt pailion 
prompted her to become the wife of this 
man, ſhe could not behave in a more 
endearing manner. As to Warrender, 
there is not the ſlighteſt hopes of his 
life: the meeting between him and 


Jeſſy 
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"Jelly muſt have been exceedin 0 affec- 
ting; but I did not chuſe to be preſent, 
ſo cannot deſcribe it. I have a ſuffi- 
cient fund of grief which I am compel» 
led to feel, no need to run voluntarily 


in ſearch of more. It ſeems he own'd 


het as his wife before his brother, who 
came laſt night to bid him a laſt adieu. 


Mrs. Warrender fainted almoſt the mo- 


ment ſhe reach'd the bed - ſide ; fighing 


forth, O! my Orlando, and ſinking 


on the floor. He affects to go thro' 
every thing with a ftoical philoſophy : 

on this occaſion however, he turned a- 
way his face, to hide emotions too 
ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed: ſince then he 
has continued ſpeechleſs, and the phyſi- 
cians are of opinion, that he will not 
out- live this night. If Craven ſhould 
recover, (of which, as J ſaid, we have 
to-day a gleam of hope) I truſt Ma- 
riana will be able to prevail on him im- 
Ae to return to his ſcat at Craven- 
Hall, 
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Hall. Indeed J fear TA bara | 

fairs will not any longer permit him to 

lead a town life. I wiſh from the hints 

I have Land dd dropped by His attorney, 

they may not be found even worſe than 
we apprehend: but O! that he may 

| Ive neverthel&1s.” Providence, As my 


4 


gon uncle fays, is a rich Provider. 


Adieu! all my waithy friends. I flat- 
ter myſelf the next letter you receive 
"I me will bring e news. OFEN 
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Tour's oſt aletonately, 


| N. NCY PzMBROKE, 
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Nis Naxcr. PEMBROKE, to. Mas 


8 - SALWIN, at Sudly. 1 


1 
o deceitful is al ! dan why 
did I help to inſpire our Mariana 
with thoſe, that, by proving ſo deluſive, 


have ſerved ſo greatly to heighten her 
afflictions. Poor Craven is no more | 


he did not long ſurvive his libertine 
friend: indeed, to his being ſurpriſed 
with an account of his death, we may 
in ſome meaſure attribute his ſudden de- 
parture. Mrs. Warrender, who had 
early this morning been ſummoned to at- 
tend her huſband, (obſerve, he would 
8 not 


not ſuffer her, though ſhe beſought it 

with tears, to continue in the room with 
him) almoſt the laſt words he ſpoke 
were, I have injured you, Jeſſy - and 
know that men of my caſt, never for- 
give thoſe they have injured“ This 
morning, as I before ſaid, he expired, 
almoſt before ſhe could have time to ex- 
tend her arms, and to receive his laſt 
ſigh in her tortur'd boſom. After a ſe- 
vere ſweon, ſhe, on recollecting what 

had happened, grew quite frantic, and 
burſting from thoſe who ſtrove to give 

her aſſiſtance, flew - acroſs the paſſage, 
and unfortunately ruſhed into Craven's 
room, where Mariana and I were fit-. 

ting, ſilently watching by his bed-ſide, 

and ' thanking: heaven for affording him 
what we hop'd would prove a refreſhing 
ſlumber.—She - ruſh'd in, I fay, ex- 
claiming, * Where, where is his mur- 
derer? I come with this fell dagger,” 

(holding out her hand in a menacing po- 
Vol. II. E ſture) 
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ſture) to — his death; the death of 


my Orlando.“ Craven ſtarted out of his 
ſleep, and tairing back the curtain, 


threw himſelf almoſt out of bed: Who 
4 talks of murder? (cry'd he wildly) are 
« they come toapprehend me? Yes, (re- 
turned the unhappy Jefſy) whom I was 


endlea vouring to lead away: Yes, I am 
.*© juſtice ! and fee there, There is the 


< bleeding Warrender !” Craven claſp'd 
his hands together, and with a look of 
horror ſaid, Is he dead? alas! too ſure 
J was his murderer.” Mariana, with all 
the gentleneſs of compaſſion, and all the 
force of reaſon, endeavoured to quiet 


his emotions, and to ſoſten his remorſe; 
but in vain : his hour was come ! the 


fatal blow was ſtruck. He put her hand 


to his head, which burnt like fire: Pain! 


< pain, faultered he, exquiſite pain.“ 


Tgheſe werealmoſt the laſt words he ſpoke. 


He held the hand of our friend ſo faſt 
_ in his, that: it was with ſome 
19 9 . difficult) | 
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difficulty we could diſengage it, after 
he was dead : luckily for her ſhe was at 
that moment almoſt as lifeleſs as himſelf, 
or this circumſtance would greatly have 
affected her. 1 


What do I ſee ! Sir William Melvin 
and his ſiſter juſt ſtepp'd out of their 
carriage ? they have indeed, like true 
friends, made haſte to come and com- 
fort the afflicted. 


Adieu! my dear aunt, 1 hope in a 
few days to preſent to you our lovely 
mourner. HATER 


Yours, &c. 


| Nancy PEMBROKE? 
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Mite Nancy PxMBROKE to Mig 
Orr Sarwin, at Suclley Farm. 


i 4 \ *.% 
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ELL might our beloved coufin 
admire Sir William Melvin 3 
for Selb and manner, I never beheld 
his equal”: good ſenſe, benignity, and 
the moſt captivating ſenſibility, are 
| ſtrongly mark'd on every feature of his 
elegantly turn'd countenance. Mrs. 
Melvin too, though I think not quite ſo 
Pleafing, has the remains of an exceed- 
ing fine face ; there is an air of dignity 
about her, which borders on haughti- 
neſs 3 but her ſmiles. ſoften it into affa- 


; bility : She is 3 upon the whole, i 
E. woman 
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z woman whom I ſhould rather reſpect 
than love. Our charming widow: was 
too ſincere a mourner to feel mueh emo- 
tion even at the ſight of her guardian: 
nevertheleſs, I could obſerve a faint 
bluſh ; but ſoon the cankering worm of 
grief nipp'd the pale-roſe-bud, and the 
lilly again uſurped its place. His ad- 
dreſs, what language can deſcribe ! 
the look, the ſoftened accent, and what 


he ſaid fo proper, ſo ſuited to the dif- . 


mal interview ! 1 never beheld ſo beau 
tifol a picture as they preſented? The, 
ſeated all pale and languiſhing, recti- 
ning her penſive head on the faireſt hand 
in nature; her eyes caft down, while 
the eryſtal tear ſtole ſilently from ba 
neath her long dark Eye- -laſhes : 
bending forward, feated - at her ab 
holding her other hand between both 
his; the air of his countenance all ten- 
der compaſſion, and G mpathizing ow 
row, and then bis words, i 
| E 3 Soft 


* 


”, 4 * 1 1 


Soſt as the geeks of Flow, e 
Melted a8 they n. 5 22: 


He beſought dice to be comforted, to 
rely on his friendſhip, to leave the ma- 
nagement of all her affairs to him; for 
which purpoſe he would ſtay in town, 
while ſhe inſtantly ſet off with his ſiſter 
for Melyin-Abbey. On this, I for the 
firſt time put in my word, heſitating 
hike, a ſimpleton, wiſhing to pleaſe, I 
ſuppoſe, and to. ſpeak in my beſt man- 
ner. True female, no ſituation, howe- 
ver diftrefling, can I verily believe for 
a moment diveſts us of that ſtrong deſire 
of | admiration, which nature has im- 

planted in us. Some wicked author ſays, 
( forget who) let a woman ſuffer what 
misfortunes ſhe will, ſhe will fill feel a 
degree of happineſs if ſhe retains her 
beauty: But how I digreſs ! is not lo- 


ny too another of our perfections ? 
| Il muſt 
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l ond look back. O, I find I was 'go- 
ing to tell you that I put in my word, 
humbly offering that my coufin had, be- 
ſore his obliging invitation, promiſed us 
the ple aſure of her company at Sudley ; ; 
adding, and I own that I could not at 
tis time ſupport the thoughts of parting, 
though convinced I was rather ſelfiſh, as 
ſhe muſt no doubt prefer the Abbey to ſo 
remote and ſolitary a place as Sudley, | 
where however her friends would try to 
ſoothe her grief. He haſtily interrupted 
me, with, There is no neceſſity for your 
ſeperating, . mils Pembroke: I ſhould 
eſteem myſelf doubly bappy, if you too 
would become our gueſt. ” Mrs. Melvin, 
with politeneſs but leſs warmth, joĩned 
in this requeſt; but after a ſhort pauſe 
reſumed, cc Let! know not whether we 
had not better, for ſome weeks at leaſt, 
ſuffer Mrs. Craven to purſue her firſt 
plan ; z fince Melvin-Abbey, while her 
misfortunes are fo recent, vol only, 
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by g paſt ſcenes, ſerve to heigh- 
ten her affliction; at Sudley ſhe knew 
nothing but peace and contentment, and 
there I ſhould hope ſhe Will again be te- 
Rored bo thoſe bleſſings.” 


1 ; So ſpoke the MY 3 
. But no o applauſe enſued, | 


Sir William ſtiſled a ſoft _ Ma- 


riana with a half bluſh, faid, ſhe was 
infinitely obliged to her kind friends for 


their folicitude about her; ha ppineſs ſhe 


was at preſent beſt ſuited to her melan- 
choly fituation, ſhe muſt beg leave to 
follow her firſt determination. I preſſed 
her hand between mine, and look'd my 

gratitude; at the fame time, I could 


not help making a few ſhrewd remarks 
in my own mind, on Mrs. Melvin's be- 


hayiour : tis plain to me that ſhe feared 
a conneRtion, which ſhe has all along 
« viſibly 
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viſibly diſapproved, might be the con- 
ſequence of our friends going to the Ab- 
bey. This old dame was mighty nota- 
ble in hurrying on her fatal marriage 
with poor Craven: jealous of her power 
over her brother, ſhe: is too well plea- 
ſed at reigning. lady paramount at the 
caſtle, eaſily to let any one uſurp her 
place. I have no patience with thoſe: 

managing maiden ſiſters, - eſpecially 
where the brother is ſo charming a fel- 
low as fir William: ſilly ſouls, not one 
in a thouſand of them, would do half ſo- 
much for a: wife, as they do fox thoſe 
domineering ſiſters. Adieu adieu. + 
muſt ee, gueſts. Vour s, 0b 


Nancy Pr MBROKE.. 
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£161 | The ſame to the ſame. 


HIS morning, at breakfaſt, Mrs. 
Melvin, in order to divert our 

friend from dwelling conſtantly on the 
recollection of her own misfortunes, 
begg d of her to favour us with the me- 


lanchely hiſtory of poor Mrs. Warren- 


der, of Which ſhe had hitherto had but 
an imperfect account. 


That fair mourner has never made 
her appearance ſince the Melvins arri- 
ved; indeed till within theſe two days 
ſhe bas almoſt been in a ſtate of diſtrac- 

| tion ; 
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tion 5. now, thank heaven, her grief f is 
become a little more calm. Mrs. Mel- 
vin, it ſeems, is intimately acquainted 
with her ill- fated huſband's family, and 
had known him when a boy at, ſchool, 
when he was remarkable for his under- 

ſtanding, as well as for the uncommon. : 
beauty of his perſon... How miſerably 
did he pervert his talents 1 but he is. 

gone! peace be to his manes! may the | 
puniſhment, he received here, make a ate 
tanement for his paſt crimes. | 


Charity hopeth al things, s 


Mariana" $ own affliftions caught her 0 
feel thoſe of others; grief is eloquent. 
Never did Thear a tale of woe fo pathe- 
tically related, as that which ſhe fa- 
voured us with of her friend: though h 
knew every particular before, it drew | 
freſh tears from my eyes . Mrs. Melvin 
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too, gave convincing teftinony of her 


ſeofibility. When we had again talked 
ourſelves into ſome degree of compo- 


fire, Mrs. Melvin beſought me to con- 
duct ber to the apartment of the ill-fated | 


youth : : * Jet me (faid the) indulge a fad 
luxury of grief: 1 will med a few com- 
paſſionate tears o'er the breathleſs ſan, 
for th ; ake of the mother, whom i in life I 
E. , and Who, 1 thank heaven, 
not to Join ber tears with mine.“ 1 
roſe and led tö his room; ſhe followed, 
as did her amiable brother: I almoſt 
dreaded to-open the door ; the voice of 


ſorrow ſtruck. our ears as we approached 


it; the voice of his afflicted Jefly !; a2 
deep groan made us haſten to offer her- 


our aſſiſtance. W hat a ſcene | that fair 


uofortunate y ſtretchd on the floor 
near the coffin, one of his lifeleſs hands: 
lock d i in hers : : ſhe lay to appearance 
breatblefs, while her aged father, kneel- 


ing 
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ing by her fide, was tearing his filver 
| locks, and calling on heaven to releaſe: 
a wretch, whoſe exiſtence was become 2 
burthen. Sir William raifed him, and 
exerted all his eloquence to calm his 
emotions. Mrs. Melvin and I uſed all 
our efforts to recover his daughter; who 
at length look d up at us with ſuch an 

expreſſion of anguifh,” that none of us. 
had power to ſpeak. The old gentleman, 


as ſoon as he ſaw her begin to recover, 
diſengaged his hand from Sit William, 


and again reſumed the poſture we had 
found him in. O, my Jeſſy !“ (cry'd he, 
bending over her, as we ſupported her 
in our arms) Can you not ſpare à little 
A pity for your affticted father? muft that 
* cruel ſpoiler, (poititing io the lifeleſs. 
«© 'Warrender) muſt he whorobbed me of 
* my child, muſt he who blaſted your, 
" _ fame, who abandoned 3 you to 
„ wilery, muſt that worthleſs huſband, 
e that 
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e that barbarous heretick, ing toſs, even 
| < after death, all your tenderneſs ? is na- 
cc ture quite extinct ? can you not ſpare a 
& little compaſſion for your heart-broken 
« father! ?” his tears bedew'd her face, 
while he: uttered. thoſe. DATING: com- 
plaints. Tears fram a man; tears. 
from an old venerable, grey-headed 
man, greatly , affecting | mine ran 
down my checks, in ftreams. , . Jeſſy, 
could weep, no more; the fountain 
of her. head. was exhauſted.; ſighs and 


| groans were the only expreſſions of ſor- 


181 


row ſhe could now command: ſighs that 


ſcem'd t to rend her tortur'd boſom as ſhe. 
utter'd them : dat laſt, claſping her hands 
together, the turnid with a look which I 
ſhall never forget, but which it is impoſ- 
üble to expreſs, towards. the coffin, 

2 * Warrender” ſaid ſhe, fixing her eyes on 


| RS: pale face: «] was not eafily won, but. 


if 111; 2» 


0! | when. my heart was gain d by thee,. 
5 ö bd 4 34k * 2 how 


al 1 : of 
; 
{ 


FINE-GENTLEMAN. #7 


© howardent, how conſtant was my love! 
not all thy cruelty could blot out my at- 

E fection : for thee] forgot every other tye; 
© not only my earthly, but my heavenly: 
<« father were neglected for thee; thou art 
< the only idol I worſhipped ;- the holy 
4 ſaints forſook their worthleſs charge, 
* and abandoned me to the puniſhment 
&© ] merited : and thou, O ! thou whom 
© | had wickedly ſuffered to uſurp their 
* place in my fond heart, thou alſoaban- 

* doned me to miſery : I have for thee- 
& drank the bitter cup of affliction, even 
„ to the very dregs: tis empty now, 
c ſorrow can riſe no higher. Farewell! 


* this is my laſt look ; for ah! horror to | 


< think of, I dare not wiſh that we ſhould 
„% eyer meet again.“ She pauſed, and 
wringing her hands, figh'd from the bot- 
tom of her ſoul : language was too faint to. 
expreſs the emotions that taboured in her 
| breaſt. After a few moments indulging: 

| ö 
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her filent anguiſh, with eyes raiſed to 
heaven, as ſupplicating for his departed 
ſpirit, ſhe turn'd, with an-air.more calm. 
than I. thought ſhe could have aſſumed, 
to her father. Now fir, (cry'd the) | 
am ready to attend you; take me from. 
& this ſcene of horror, from this ſad houſe | 
of mourning': conduct me to that peace- 
ce ful aſſy lum where I was taught thoſe pi- 
% ous maxims, which alas! L have ſo lit- 
te tle profited by, but which are not yet 


* wholly eraſed from my memory. Let 
e us go, my father; let me end my 


« wretched days in peaitence and pray- 
t er: pray er not only for myfelf but for 
te that poor ill· fated youth: heretick as 
« he was, you will not, I know, refuſe to 
join in ſo charitable an office.” Her 
full heart now ſwelled to her eyes, and 
gave ber relief by a fliower of tears, 


which the ſympathizing old man re- 
eeived on kis: boſom, as he preſſed her 


in 
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in his arms. I have not, my dear 
Olivia, been able to do juſtice to the 
moving ſcene: but Adieu. I muſt ſtop * 
lam almoſt blind with weeping. 
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\H IS morning $ Jeſſy and 

her father ſet off for France. I 
might compoſe another doleful epiſtle on 
the melancholy adieu; but we have had 
too much of the plaintives: but muſt 
not omit Jeſſy's generoſity, for ſhe of- 
fered our Mariana, and that with all the 
warmth of friendfhip, to divide her 
fortune with her; ſaying, ©* that ſhe had 
more than ſhe could ſpend in the ſtate 
ſhe had choſen : that her father was old, 
and had no reliſh for any thing but the 
mere comfortable neceſſaries of life: I 
t muſt then (added ſhe) at all events, be- 
1 Row 


FINE-GENTLEMAN. ar 


ec ſtow it on others; and on whom can I 
<6 beſtow it ſo warthy, ſo dear to me, as 
on ber from whom I have received ſuch 
oe repeated obligations? ? nay, in reality, 
tis but the payment of a debt, (conti- 
© nued ſhe) my poor Warrender was alas! 
<< the cauſe in a great meaſure, of the ſitua- 
tion to which you my Mariana, are re- 
& duced : 'twas he ! I ſpeak it with an- 
* guiſn; 'twas he, who miſled your un- 
** fortunate: Craven: permit me then, I 
te beſeech you, to act as juſtice, as con- 
re ſcience dictates; accept at leaſt, of five 
*© hundred a year for your life; then let it 
** revert to the relations of my unfortunate 
« huſband.” She ſaid much more, but all 
in vain ; our lovely couſin was inflexi- 
ble. They parted with mutual regret, 
after promiſing to Kren up regular 
| conmapentiogte: 


We ſpent kava melancholy day af 
ter their departure; our remaining 
gueſts, 
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EY expreſſed great compaſfion both 
for the father and daughter, with the 
latter of whom they were exceedingly 
charmed. Sir William declared, that 
he ſcarce ever beheld a more compleatly 
elegant form, than that of Jeſſy's; and 
Mrs. Melvin was equally laviſh in her 
encomiums on the beauties'of her face. 
Pity, we all thought, that ſo fine a 


_— 


dreature fhould ſo early in life be loſt to 


the world; j a voluntary exile from all 
the Joys of ſoeiety. But for my part. I 
am inclined to hope that her grief is too 


violent to laſt long, and that, ſhould ſhe 


in France ftumble on the worthy and 
_ agreeable lord W—, he may, in time, 
tempt her again to viſit her own coun- 
try. Our Mariana confeſſed, that ſhe 
thought it not improbable. 1 archly 
ſmiled, and aſked if ſhe judged of others 
by herſelf? for which piece of levity, 
as ſhe call'd it, I did not fail to receive 
2 grave lefure, Well, well, my good 

5 coulin,. 
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couſin] don't be too poſitive, time and 
patience and we ſhall ſee what is, the 


conſequence of your meßting with the 
angelick Melvin. In the mean time, I 


al lay down my pen, to attend a truly 
melancholy Were The ſable herſe 
is at the gate! may the tragedy end 


here: the curtain drop, and chearfuller 


ſcenes ſucceed. Believe me ever yours, 


N. PrMBROXE. 
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The ſame to the ſame. 


O morrow morning, Mr. Melvin, 
T Mariana and ſelf, intend to ſet 
out for Sudley. I do not give you this 
warning by way of preparing for our 
reception: I too well know the eaſy re- 
gularity of our hoſpitable manſion; al- 
ways in order: come who will, no af- 
fectation of pomp, no diſplay of finery, 
no embarraſment at unexpected gueſts; 
from my good and facetious uncle, ever 
a welcome reception; and on the chear- 
ful, the amiable countenance of my be- 
loved aunt, ever a ſerene and engaging 
ſmile of eaſe and ſerenity: and for thee, 


my 


my Olivia, no notice is nickfliry ; ; thy 
face needs not the aids of ornament to 


ſet it off to advantage: thy ſimple ele- 
gant nature ſeems ever as if the graces 
had preſided at thy toilet. A pretty 


and well-turn'd compliment this, you 


muſt allow; not even your Beaufort 


could have exprefſedhimſelf better; only 


that truth, in your opinion, comes 
mended from his tongue. H 


Sir William is over head and ears in 


buſineſs; receiving and paying bills, 


ſettling accounts, looking over muſty 
parchments, and liſtning to prating law- 
yers from morning to night. But I muſt 
tell you of our Mariana's delicacy be- 
fore the would ſuffer him to take upon 
him this friendly office. I know. your 
* generous nature, Sir William, (faid the) 
{© I know it from experience: when I was 
your happy ward, I experienced it, at 
«y time when you was a ſecond father to 
« me: 
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me : and then I took a pride in being 


« r to the beſt of guardians ; but 


* now, alas! the caſe is widely different: 


< when 1 became a wiſe, your office cea- 


« ſed; 1 put myſelf under the protection 
« of another. I do not, will not mur- 
« mur, (added ſhe, wiping her eyes) 'twas 
* the will of heaven that I ſhould be af- 
« flicted! I am poor and deftitute, but 
my ſpirit is not yet ſo far humbled by 
** my misfortunes, as to ſuffer me to ſub- 
<* mit to pecuniary obligations from my 


„ friends: fink me not then, with well- 


« meant but miſtaken kindneſs lower than 


* fortune has already done: lay not the 


additional weight of the painful ſenſe of 
obligations on me: be candid, and pro- 
«© miſe to let me know the real; the true 
t fate of my embarraſſed affairs. I never 
© was ambitious, and now I know the 
* world too well to covet its empty plea- 
* ſures; very, 0 little will n my 


miete defires,” | 
We 
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We want but little here below, 
Nor want that little long. 
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Something, I hope, yet remains of 

* our once · flouriſhing fortune; that little 

* ſhall ſuffice ; I will bring my wants 

within the limits of my income; if that 

is ſmall they ſhall be few. Promiſe me 
« then, fir, I again repeat, to deal inge- 

** nuouſly with me; give me your ho- 

© nour; that I may entertain no uneaſy 

« doubts.” With viſible reluctance Sir 

William comply'd with her requeſt, and 
from that reluctance I am convinced, that 
he meant to have proceeded in a far dif- 

ferent manner from what ſhe has now com- 

pelled him to do. Mrs. Melvin at the end 

of this confab, embraced her with tears in 

her eyes: My noble-minded Mariana, 
(cry'd ſhe) how does your conduct de- 

light me? ah! you know not what an 

intereſt I take” — ſhe ſtopp d ſhort; for 
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avhat, I wonder? ſurely ſhe needed not 
' | to have been aſhamed to admire her, 
who even from infancy has been uni- 
; verſally admired ; but, entre nous, there 
is fomething myſterious in the behavi- 
our of this good ſpinſter: old maids are 
odd ſouls, you know. Heaven preſerve 
you and me from being ranked —_— 
de namber. Adieu 1 os 
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Miſs Nancy PzmBRoOkE to Miſs 
_ Lucy SALWIN, 


Sudley 8 | 


ND 1 4 good curious Lucy, 
you want a ſer of our journey 
to Soles ; to know how Mariana be- 
comes her weeds, and if the neighbour- 
ing beaux are not once more gallopping 
to the houſe in crouds to pay their de- 
Voirs. © Pretty feminine queſtions truly ! 


And does not your little palpitating heart 


alſo aſk with fear and trembling, whe- 
ther or no à certain handſome youth, 
with blue eyes and auborn hair, is not 


tempted to deſert his preſent colours, 


and inclined to enlift again under his 
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former ſovereign ? Poor Lucy! is it a 
ſecret dread of that which makes you ſo 
deſirous to know how your fair couſin 
becomes her weeds ? Ha, ha, ha. I 
muſt laugh; tis an age fince I, in that 
way, have diſcompoſed the muſcles of 
my face ; the air of dear Sudley, alrea- 
dy begins to reſtore me to my former 
ſelf. But to your important queſtions. 


Why really, child, a dowager of one and 
twenty is no contemptible rival; eſpe- 


cially when that dowager has one of the 
moſt bewitching faces that ever was 
ſhrowded in crape. Yet don't be too 
much alarmed ; Brandon has, like a pru- 
dent youth, hitherto wiſely kept out of 
the way of temptation ; and, to make 


| you Rill more eaſy, I think I may ven- 


ture to pronounce, that, were he to come, 
he would only have his labour for. his 


. pains : beſides, your hale country gal- 


lants love the. blooming nymph, whoſe 
roſy. cheek ſpeaks. health, and a heart 
13 7 | at 
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at eaſe ; not ſuch as is now our Ma- 
fiana's : grief and pining care conſume 
her early prime ! the lilly in her fine 
face has totally gain'd the maſtery : yet 
ſhe is lovely as the moſt elegantly-turn'd 
features and the brighteſt eyes can make 
ber; and her exquiſite fairneſs ſhines 
with double luftre by the contraſt of her 
fable garments. I think, though her 
beauty may at the firſt glance ſtrike leſs 
forcibly than formerly ; yet, upon a 
nearer inſpection, it is more captiva- 
ting than ever; fo gentle, ſo plaintive 
is now the engaging air of her counte- 
nance ! J am not ſingular in this opt- 
nion, for all the fellows, who have been 
admitted fince her arrival, are abſo- 
lutely wild about her. So much for our 
widow. As for our journey and recep- 
tion here, the former was tolerably plea- 
fant, confidering that we were but a fe- 
male trio, and that not the heſt choſen 
in the world to promote gaiety : an old 
19 fen F 3 maid, 
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maid,. a mournful dowager, and a ſym- 
pathizing friend. Need: I deſcribe our 
reception to my Lucy? are not her 
worthy parents famous for their hoſpi- 
tality ? When we ſaw at a little diſtance 
the neat white houſe with its green win- 
dow-ſhutters, fituated on. the verdant and 
- gently-rifing hill, at the foot of which. 
runs the ſweeteſt of rivers, whoſe banks. 
are crown'd with plenty; and when on 
2 nearer approach we deſcry'd the 

well-diſpoſed ſhrubbery, and the little 
ſhady wood, where us girls have ſpent 
ſo many happy hours; Mrs. Melvia 
broke forth into raptures, declaring, 
that the natural beauties of Sudley ſur- 
paſſed even the more cultivated charms. 
of Melvin-Abbey, which art had uſed; 
her utmoſt efforts to embelliſh. |, The 
carriage ſtopp'd at the gate; out ran 
the worthy Robert, and with joyfuk 
hafte open'd the coach door, at the ſame 


time exclaming, from the fulneſs of his. 
honeſt. 
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honeſt heart, « Or my good young la- 
„ dies, how glad, how happy!“ —he 


could fay no more: Mariana ſteppd 


out; Mrs. Melvin's ſervants were kept 
at arms length, that he might have the 
honour of aſſiſting her :. his countenance: 
fell, when he ſaw ſuch viſible marks of 
ſadneſs on her's ;. but ſhe kindly cheer d 
him with one of her graces and conde- 


ſcending ſmiles. The maids, deck'd out 


in their Sunday finery, were all aſſem- 


bled, in order to wake their beſt curteſy : 


Olivia, from her woodbine-coyer'd win- 
dow, ſaw our approach, and, as ſhe af- 
terwards told me, uttered a ſRream of 
joy, running haſtily to welcome us; 
but ſtopp'd ſhort at her chamber- door 


out of breath, and ſo agitated, as to be 


obliged for a few minutes to throw her- 
ſelf into a chair to recover her ſpirits, 


She reach'd the hall however, together 


with her amiable parents, juſt as we 
entered | it, more blooming than ever © 
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every feature of her expreſſive face 
glow'd with pleaſure :' then her dreſs | 
ſo ſimple yet ſo elegant Beaufort might 
well call Mariana, you, and her, the 
three graces ; and, not wholly to neg- 
lect your humble ſervant, he was plea- 


Ted to favour me with a title alſo, Thelia. 


I have hewever for ſome time paſt been 
more in the ſty le of Melpomone. Mrs. 
Melvin ſeem'd particularly ſtruck with 
my aunt : ſhe examined her with fixed 
attention ; and, as ſhe gazed, her counte- 


nance ſoftened into a fort of fadneſs ; 
nay, 1 even faw her haſtily, and as if 


afraid that we ſhould diſcover it, bruſh 
off a ſtarting tear. I have before. ſaid, 


that this good ſpinſter throws a datlt of 
the myſterious into her manner, on many 


occaſions : I like her however much 
better now, than on our firſt acquaint- 
ance ; and ſhe profeſſes herſelf fo 
charm'd with Sudley, and it's inhabi- 
tants, that ſhe has promiſed to fayour us 

with 
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with her company as long as Sir Wil- 
liam remains in town; which, as he has 
an immenſity of buſineſs to diſpatch, 
will, T preſume, be a fortnight at leaſt. 
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Adieu My kind, my beft wiſhes 
to Mrs, Wilmot : all here join, &c. &c, 


Nancy PREMRROKR. 
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The Honourable Mr. LIN SXV 't6+ 
CHARLES Hur, Eſq; 


Stanmore-Park. 
O U tell me, Charles, that your 
a whole ſtock of curioſity is excited 
to know what I am about: you fancy d 
there was ſomething myſterious in my 
late journey to Hereford; you even re- 
proach me, as not acting towards you 
with my uſual friendly confidence. 
Set your honeſt heart at reſt. In the 
firſt place, never ſuſpect my friendſhip ; 
A ſympathetic fimularity of taſte firſt ex- 
Cited it, and a long, a thorough proof 

of your merit has firmly eſtabliſhed it. 


I love 
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-” love however, now and' then” to: 
play with your curioſity ; of which, 
from your good mother, you inherit a | 
competent ſhare : for that purpoſe, I 5 
ſumed, on, the- morning you came to» 
take leave of me, an air that might; ju 
ſtify your ſuſpicions-: I look'd grave, L 
whiſper'd my valet ; I bid him aloud 
order four horſes to my. carriage; 3 
charg d him to be expeditious; ſhook: 
you by the hand; . * How long ſhall 
you be abſent, my dear Lindſey ?“ 

** Quite uncertain,.. Charles,” with a. 
ſhrug of my ſoulders. Fs i 
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You ſaw me to my N I fancy» 

| that there was rather a melancholy caſt: 
on my countenance, when I bid you: 

adieu. No wonder you concluded, from: 

all theſe circumſtances, that there Was. 

ſome affair of importance going. on: nor- 


was you deceived ; fince what i in ue is: 
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of half ſo much importance to a man as 
marriage? Marriage, you exclaim ! 
Aye Charles. Neither more nor leſs than 
ſober matrimony was in agitation, when 


with ſuch love-like haſte 1 ſat off on my 


country expedition: no wonder I look'd 
grave. 


My father, you ern bas * 
wiſh'd to ſee me in a way to perpetuate 
our antient family : you know alſo his 

| anxiety on. that head, and his terror, 

14 leſt his eſtate ſhould go, for want of heirs 

of my body, to thoſe of his hopeful 

we Nephew. You have heard his lectures, 
his remonſtrances, his intreaties; and 
1 really believe, though I feel for him 
as much duty and reſpect as falls to the 
lot of moſt parents, yet ſo ſtrongly is 
the ſpirit of contradiction interwoven in 
our nature, that I ſhould long fince have 
entered a ſtate, which upon the whole 
N x, 15 


* E- GEN TLEMAN. 109 


is an wnsltgble one, had it "not been 
for is continual teazing. Wan 
The preſent opportunity however, was 
by no means to be neglected; ſo he ſald, 
after having told me, that my good old 
aunt, Mrs. Mary Lindfſey, his only 
maiden fiſter, who- has no leſs than four- 
teen thouſand pound at her own diſpofal, | 
all of which ſhe has promiſed him to be- 
ſtow on me his only ſon, if I marry 
with her approbation '; that the, J fay, 
had found out a fair damilcl. who it ſeems, 
in her opinion, had all the requiſites to 
render the ſtate ane ne 7 has 


” 
- {13 12d Str Y 


This charmer is eclypp'd: Ariebis 
Hamilton : pretty names both, though 
ſhe would have no objections to change 
the latter. Our good aunt ſpeaks of her 
in her epiſtle with a degree of 'approba- 
tion, which ſhe never before was known 
to expreſs for any female, who poſſeſſed _ 

either 
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either youth. or beauty ; ; which, by the: 
bye, tempted me to entertain ſome: | 
doubts of the latter : whether or not my. 
doubts were well founded, you ſhall be- 
informed in its proper place: ſhe even 
ends her ſage | letter with a little attempt. 
at vivacity, of which the ſober ſpinſter 
is very ſeldom guilty; concluding it 
with a couple of lines from an old bal- 


lad thus, , R „ 
I 14 14 C344 * 8 4 


* 


« Of Leinfler, 6 85 * maldkas fair, 
40 Almeria 1s the We 


« 3 0 n will my ne- 
* phew be, if he can move her chaſte: 
heart in his favour TT“ 


The honeſt dame deems chaſtity not 
only the higheſt perfection of a woman, 
but unfortunately imagines it can, in 
thoſe who . it, make amends for the 

Want. 
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want of all ether perfections: 1e has 
Herfelf few gra aces but that to boaſt ; ati 
perhaps, ade ohe ſtrletiy to examine, 
we fhould fiad that the owes even the 
poſſeſſion of that td bür ſex's havin 8 
been ſo kind as never, to mak kf an at- 
tempt to deprive her of it. * I'60 good 
lick,” as tb the ſpfightly "quccheſs fays in. 
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"i was 1 near ten at! ni ight when 1 I reach-- 
ed her antiquated manſion; which, as 
well as the venerable owner of i "I were 
decorated in the > beſt manner dor my re- 
ception. The tent-ſtitch chairs, the 
carpets and ſettees, which are notably 
cover d up, except on high. days and 
holidays; 5 chairs and. carpets wrought 


by her own. fair hand, hogeſſ ſoul, for 


want of maro lively employment; were 


on this occaſion diſplay d in all their fa- 


ded. charms. ſhe too put on her round 
tire 
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| gal; ; and, mincing, 25 he walk'd, ade 


A trickling, with her, feet as ſhe hobbled 
with head ered, uren the ſtone hall, i 
to receive. me at at her gate. n 


TY lebt touched h her ad cheek, | 


fearing t to. offend her Virgin modeſty, b | 7 


an attempt upon her facred lips; lips 
never invaded by the unhallowed ap- 
1 of A male. creature, except her 

lap-dog: 5 indeed the few remaining 
teeth which time has leſt, though thinly 
ſcattered and not vely firmly fixed, are | 
yet a ſufficient rampart to repulſe all in 
e 2 7 ©. bl 


4 5 1 
5 . 


She took my hand, and with flow 
ſteps led me into her well-rubb'd oaken 
parlour, where. a very tolerable ſupper 
was inſtantly ſerved : ſhe talk'd to me 
of Almeria, and the delightful pro- 

pes 
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pects that preſented from the Wa er of 
ſo deſirable an union. TELL OE 

As I did not yo 8 ud myſelf inclined 
to feed on ſo tender a diet as love, 1 


found at the time as good an appetite 


for a well- dreſſed fricaſee of chickens, as 
for the lady, I concluded my repaſt by 
drinking a bumper to her fair friend. 
She pledged me, and received additio- 
nal ſpirits from the chearful glaſs to con- 
tinue her er Ane 

« Yes, Mr. Linde, went ſhe on; The 
is indeed fair as you ſay; and that 
* fairneſs is embelliſhed by the bluſh 
we modeſty ; for ſhe is none of your 


« 


* 


* 


% forward chits, WhO can return ſtare 
* for ſtare: ſhe has received ry very 
cc 


different education from our preſent 
race of females : ; ſhe is of a meek 
agg quiet ſpirit, never ſpeaks but 

% when 


Cc 


La) 


— 
— 
— 


Nr 
— 
— 


„r SETS” 
= Soto . DIE ent to 
— 
Z < _ "*: IIS OS 


oe Eo EE ed are 


” ADA = _— 
REES 
© e = 
6 TD 
dC 


4 DE 1 
1 — — W 
— 2 2 * 
＋ 22 — 
> — — 


| 155 ? 


% 


rr TRT MODERN 


TE ——— ——ei = 
=” — — 
— — r 
* — — p > 0 9 
r 
* . 


* when ſpoken to, and then with pro- 
e per reſerve ; is ſeldom ſeen at any 
publick meetings but at church; 
+ ſpends: none of her time in reading, 
* idle romances, but helps her mother 
in the management of the family; 
and is ſeldom ſeen without a needle 
in her hand. In ſhort, Nephew, ſhe 


7 is juſt ſuch a one as in my youth 


* was eſteemed an accompliſhed wo- 
60 man, a woman fit for a wife. 
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I could not for the-life of me ſtifle a. 
yawn which this ſober deſcription had 
excited; a yawn. followed by a ſmile, 
when I ee what lovely tete-A- 
tetes I was likely to have with this ſame 
miſs Prudentia, when ſhut up with her, 
in order to begin our delectable court- 
ſhip ; ſhe playing with the corner of her 
handkerchicf, and. L twirling pay, hat. 


Adieu J. 
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The ſame to the ſame. 


| Stanmore-Park, 


\UPPOSE my y good aunt ſeated in 
| my chariot, full dreſs'd though in 
1 a morning, and that too in ſuch a ſty le 
but though a tolerable connoiſſeur in the 
attire of our modern females, I ſhould 

be at a loſs even for the name of moſt 
parts of the ornaments with which this 
venerable antedeluvian had decorated 
herſelf : a drole figure however I know 
ſhe made; nor was I very forward to 

ſhew myſelf ſtuck up by her * on 

meeting any carriage. 


We 
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We reached Hanthon-Place- about 
one o'clock. 1 felt ſome rather auk- 


ward ſenſations as we approached the 
manſion, which I was to ſuppoſe con- 


tained my future bride. Ah!] would to 
heaven I durſt flatter myſelf that this 
will be the caſe ; for ſuch an angel— 
but you { ſhall hear. . 

A very genteel equipage flood f in > the 
court : See, (faid my good aunt, 
rearing up her head as the ſpoke) 1 
is to no mean family, to which I am 
. going to introduce you : no, the 
blood of the Lindſey s ſhall never, by 
* my means, be contaminated by an 
„ unequal, a plebeian alliance.” Then 
addreffing one of the ſecyants, % Whoſe 
&« coach 1 is that, friend 7 75 continued ſhe. 
« Mrs. Melvin“ "I madam,” anſwered 
the fellow: * the is here on a viſit with 


7 * the young ladies of Sudley.“ 50 Who 
are 


* — * = 
— 2 2 pays er 4 
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< are they ? cry'd I eagerly to my 
Aunt : Mere country girls,” returned ſhe 
contemptuouſly ; ; the family of a cler- 
*« gyman in the neighbourhood ; " "a 
* kind of people enough i in their way.” 


We entered the parlour ; 1 
Charles, let me leave you to ſuppoſe the 
manner of our reception: bows, cour- 
teſies, &c. that I may haſten to the 


deſcription of the female circle. Firſt 
my intended help-mate, ſo intended by 


Mrs. Mary, 1 mean : tall, well made, 


but ſtiff and inelegant; a face faultleſs, 
as to features and compledtion ; but, as 
I expected, deficient in expreſſion : a 
handſome. poppet, very prim, very 
ſilent, but very attentive to diſplay her 


perſon to what ſhe ſuppoſes the beſt ad- 
vantage; drawing up her bead, adjuft- 


ing her tucker, ſmiling without mean- 
ing, to ſthew her dimple—and white 
och, fiddling at her cap, then looking 

at 
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at her hand, to ſee if it was the fairer for 
being held up. I am fatified one half 
hour of thy company, Almeria, is ſuf- 
ficient to convince me, that thou wilt 
never do for the wife of James Lindley -: 
J leave thee for ſome empty vain cox- 
comb, who is ambitious of purchaſing a 
pretty toy, to exhibit in publick places; 
there, and there only, thou art born to 
make a figure: but for a companion, 
ſhe is as little qualified as her parrot. 


Perhaps I conceived the leſs favour- 
able idea from the contraſt I diſcovered 
between her and her moſt engaging 
companions. Firſt, a lovely brunet, J 

| blooming as the morn, full of life and 
expreſſion, with the moſt agreeable 
\ countenance in the world, and a kind of 
artleſs ruſticity in her manner, more! 
Pleaſing, than all the ftudy'd refine- 
ments of good breeding, which is ac-Y 
Lang! by a knowledge of the world. 
The 
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The name of this fair ny mph is Olivia 
Salwin: it ſeems a clergyman's daugh- 
12 ej 


Next Te fat her couſin Nancy Pem- 
broke ; the very picture of health, 
chearfulneſs, and, good humour: either 
of thoſe ny mphs, though inferior to Al- 
meria in what is generally called beauty 
(that is to ſay, inſipid regularity of fea- 
tures) would I prefer to her; yet think 
me not inſenſible to the charms of a fine 
perſon. Ah no! no heart on earth is 
more ſuſceptible to that idol of both 
ſexes, where it has its proper accompa- 
niments. Venus i is nothing, if not at- 
tended by her graces, elegance, deli- 
cacy, ſweetneſs, modeſty, ſenſibility ; 
—All, all theſe, far more than I have 
power to give you an idea of, did I be- 
hold in the lovely, and loye-inſpiring 
| Mariana. 4 


Who 
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twenty-one, couſin to Nancy and Oli- 
via; widow to an old acquaintance of 
ours, a college companion: my inti- 
mac with him ceaſed on his leaving 
the univerſity; nor did 1 find any in- 
cligation to renew it on my entrance in- 
to the beau monde, as I was informed 
that he had launched into all its expen- 
ſive and ridiculous follies ; „ which he 
was ever likely to do, from à weak 
docility of diſpoſition: undſteady in his 
principles, and equally inclined to good 
or ill, the latter, by an unfortunate 
choice of aſſoc iates, prevailed; and, poor 
Craven] ſhort was his race: even this 
angel of a woman could not reclaim 
him : alas ! why did heaven permit the 


innocent to ſuffer with the guilty ! 
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He has it ſeems, left her in very diſ 
treſſing circumſtances : Ol that it may 
VoI. II. 8 be 
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be my happy fate to repair the i injury 


by placing her in a Date: more u e, 
of her merit. | (3794 


; f 


Ves, my reſolution i is fixed; I have 
found what ! have ſo long vainly fought E 
for : no more my heart will rove ; on 
Mariana it is fixed. Now love and 
eloquence aſſiſt me. With me ſucceſs, 
Charles. I am already on the wing for 

Sudley, the habitation of my divinity. 


By a few wel- timed compliments, by 
throwing a proper portion of deference 
and attention into my manner, when 
liſtning to, or addreſfing Mrs. Melvin, 

ſtiſter to the Baronet, who is guardian to 
my charmer, I fo far gain'd her good 
graces, that ! ſome how or other drew 
from her 2 ſort of invitation: indeed 1 

believe my admiration of her friend did 
not eſcape the notice of this penetrating 
ſpiaſter ; ; and I thought I could alſo per- 


ceive, 
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ceive, that ſhe was not a little pleaſed at 
E have reaſon to hope that J have not 
many obſtacles to encounter. 


My aunt raves— but I ſee my hor» | 
ſes at the gate. Adieu! your's ever, 


James LIN DSZT. 
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Mi Nane Sib to Mit 


Luc SALWINe 


Sudley. 
HIS little monepolizer ! I won- 
der how we girls can find in our 


n to be ſo fond of her ! not a ſingle 


conqueſt ſhall we make while ſhe con- 


' tinues in the country: we muſt poſi- 


tively contrive to get her matrimoniz'd 


again, in ſelf-defence : never in my 


life was I half fo much 2 to envy 
her. | 


* — 


* A. 6 


The moſt charming fellow in nature 
is this FP ! a new lover of her's, 
child; 3 


* > 
a 


883 ... 


_ 
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child; a creature whom, for the firſt 
half hour that I ſpent in his company, I 
had mark'd as the willing victim of my 
charms: fo, I find, did Olivia. The 
fellow took us in rotation, beginning at 
that infipid bit of fill life, Almeria Ha- 
milton; and examining us as we ſat, 
paying each a compliment, with a pair 
of the fineſt black eyes I ever beheld, 
kt each filly heart in a flutter. 


At laſt he came to our widow ; : ah! bins 
then he ſtopp'd, he gaz'd with wonder 
and delight. Farewell all our flattering 
hopes with no more of his favourable 
| glances were we honour d: he ſaw, he 
heard, he had no admiration left for any 
object but that fair inflaver. ane 
r e 2 185 al 33 HT 8 
And here this morning, while we 
were amuſing ourſelves, each in ſelecting 
flowers for a goſegay from a heap juſt 
5 G 3 brought 


—— in by the gardner, who ſhould 
gallop up to the gate, in a moſt elegant 
riding · draſs, but our new friend: down 
went my roſes and lilies; while I me- 
:ehanically hurried to the glaſs to adjuſt 
my head-dreſs. Olivia too caft an eye 
towards it, and ſpreaded her 1prigg'd. 
«pron more ſmoothly over her pink filk 
-petticpat. Not fo, Mariana, With 
great compoſure fhe continued her plea- 
| ding taſk.. 


— tat eaſe ; baw'd 
to each, but ſuch a bewitching air as he 
4hrew into his face on addreſſing our 
ſtiend, I never beheld :- ſuch a ſmile of 
tenderneſs, delight and admiration ! She 
.courteſy'd with indifference .enqugh, at 
the ſame time careleſsly hung a few 
roſe-buds, miz'd with jeſſamine, to her 
Þreaft ; on which he ſigh'd forth, in a. 
low voice, “ Herſelf the faireſt flower!“ 


— þ 


Louvr: 
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' | Your amiable parents came in from 
their uſual obaritable wifir to the poor: 
the heart; felt eaſe of conſcious benevo- 
lence brightened their benign and ie- 
ſpectable countenances. Our beau met 
from them that cordial welcome, which 
Mrs. Melvmn's favourable acecunt of him 
taught | them to believe he merited. 

That good: lady had indeed been laviſii 
of her praiſes, on our return from Mr. 
'Hamilron' „ where r » told FRE firſt 


TP! Hinds” | 


2 C 1 » © © »* 4 
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* 
” 1 86 # 4 ; N 
* 3+ — k "7 3 4 * 


6 4 is no. 5 fl anger ts his family 450 
connections: he is b ike only fon-of lord 
Lindſey, a, very worthy nobleman, 
whoſe. eftate 1 18 abyut five thouſand a 
year ; out of which he has already (be- 
ing a widower and teſolved to gontinue 
ſo) ſettled two thouſand on this his belo- 
ved James; with free liberty to chuſs 


e dan se, e, ſhall ſoit his taſie, 
ena e G 4 ſo 
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ſo that ſhe is but well born, and well 
educated ;” for moſt” eie W. he 
* to ſee nem 6 


— 4 as the „ did a not 1 
in any great haſte to gratiſy thoſe wiſhes, 
be had it ſeems, by the importunities of 

our curious neighbour, Mrs. Mary 
Lindſey, (che ever-green, as you uſed 
to call her) who is his aunt, prevailed 
on him to pay a viſit to Stanmore - Park, 
in order that the withered inhabitant 
of it might introduce him to her fayou- 
rite, the fair Almeria, whom ſhe had 
ftrongly recommended to the old gen- 
tleman as bis future daughter. = = 


The plan was very notably concerted, 
to be ſure: "nevertheleſs, one glance of 
Mariana's bright eyes h has torally over- 
thrown: it. 


. 


1 he ran ib e vel. 
terday from our daily-advertiſer Mrs. 
E 4 n. 
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Symns, who was told it in confidence 
by her friend Mrs. Mary; and wũWho 
will, as ſhe did to us, tell it in confi- 
dence to every one ſhe meets. 
Mr. Hamilton, it ſeems, is greatly 
diſappointed at the viſible indifference 
with which he beheld the charms of 
his. daughter. So was not L Lucy: for- 
ſurely no man of taſte and ſentiment 
could ever be captivated by ſuch an ĩina- 
nimate. Beſides, even in point of beau- 
ty. leaving the mind entirely out of the 
queſtion, Mariana is almoſt univerſally 
allow'd to haye - the advantage of 


Almeria. CCC oo 
Q BY 7 „in ont ULL)TEW* 01 


Fn; 


12 2 0 


She bas this morning eee 8 
conqueſt; and that without taking the 
leaſt pains, or even, as the ſly jipſey 
_ pretends, being conſcious, of, any ſuah 
matter. O how. I hate a hypocrite . 
„ (cry'd 1) What, will vou have the 


G b e face 
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* face to tell us, that you ſaw nothing: 
* particular in his looks and manner? 
* that you obſerved not his bright eyes 
* ſparkling with love and admiration ? 
that you heard not his half-breathed 
* ſighs? that vo remarked not his 
_ «© voice faulter, and ſoften into. the. 
t tendereft accents, when he addreſſed. 
«* you ? don't. fibb, Mariana; women 
s are ſuffciently aden ighted on ſuch: 
7 nee 


"Sag When. they: are interefted in ſuch 
matters, (returned ſhe) when they 
© with to pleaſe, they may take pains 
to watch if thofe wiſhes are gratified :: 
* but that, be aſſured, is not my caſe. 
65 Mr. Lindſey is _ nor ever can be, 

any ing to me 


* Be not too pofitive, child; (faid , 
* ſmiling) young widows fhould never 
"Mus any raſh vows.” 


% Mariana 


; 45 { Mariana Fas too-tauck ood FO 
4 interrupted Mrs. Melvin; F ; if Mr. 
Lindſey, on a better acquaintance, 
« ſhould fulfil thoſe favourable ſenti-- 
„ ments, with which he muſt have in- 
cc * ſpired us all ; if his character anſwers: 
1 the general reports 1 have heard of 
„him; I ſee not what objeckions any 
yr „ WOT whoſe heart is diſengaged>- 
* can haye ˖o one of his ti 
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Mariana Auſh 4 a lids o on hon 88 
% Whoſe heart is diſengaged 27 but i in 
ſtantly recovering herſelf, ſaid, Lam 
of your opinion, madamꝭ that few” 
who are inclined to marriage would 
refuſe the addreſſes of æ man ſo. ac- 
compliſned as Mr. Lindſey and 
Jet _ is arbitrary.” 
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cc A very ſtrange taſte, indeed! 1 muſt 
© the bave, (haftily interrupted Mrs. 
Melvin) who could find exceptions to 
25 one like him.” 88 


— 


3 


et of am t00 little intereſted | in the ſub- 
40 ject, (reſumed Mariana) to enter into 
* any argument in defence of what I 
have advanced: one trial of matri- 
mon has ſatisfied me: unpromifing 
18 my proſpects are, yet my ambi- 
* tion is as moderate as my fortune. I 
* have indeed made no VOWS, becauſe 
« 7 think a firm reſolve is ſufficlent, and 
* that reſolution will Frag 1 fancy, be 
* eaſily ſhaken,” Nenn CH 


a 2 . , 7 " 
| 71 Ade "ox 
111 333: 14 175 dal * 1805 1 * 


% And r is phi; pray, ery I 
< archly ? Does my Nancy really ſtand 
1 in need of . informed Field _ 

She look'd grave; ; which at all times 
Is; ſufficient to put a ſtop to my levity. 


The 


. * 


* 
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The truth is, Lucy, that While Sir Wil- 
liam, Melvin continues ſingle; while by. 
his manner he continues to keep her in 

a ſort of ſuſpence ; no other man need. 


hope to makes. APY! n Eee on her 
heart. | 


_ 4 8 9 19544 : ” 
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"The e why, he conceals his ſen- 
timents, (for I do verily believe he loves. 
her) is, I ſuppoſe, from a Kind of diffi- 
dence, on conſidering the diſparity there 
is between them as to age: and yet he 

muſt be the moſ bumble of all paſſable 

mortals, 1 if he puts not a favourable, con- 

firution or on er behaviour to him : for 

n. my Fart, bad ſhe 1 not given me a fingſe 

hint of the matter, d mould, the very 

t: & "moment I faw them | in company to- 
. have diſcorered her partiality ; 1 
though no woman on rarth, has a more 
delicate reſerve 1 in ber manner: but ſuch | | 
intelligent eyes as bers will, Dow and = 
then, in 
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then, talk, when prudetice komma ids 
them to be filent. For my Part, amia- 
Ble and engaging. as is this Sir William, 
IL would rather with her to prefer Litd- 
ſey ; becauſe Mrs. Melvin viſibly dif- 
likes her as a niece : and I. would not 
have her condeſcend to be ally d to the 
firſt family in England, where any one 
branch of it ſhould dare to think, that 
the did not do them honours. 


Lindſey. has- received: : a general in- 5 
vitation from your. worthy. parents ; ve: 
may as well keep him amoogft us, you 
know : if Mariana won't have the poor: 


fellow, why other may: tis pity ; bs 
ſhould | not Have à wife; bo. bis heart f 18 


ſet on it. Neither Olivia. nor I wo ould, 
fancy, have any violent e . 
entre nous, I fear Nancy E 
would ſtand but a bad chance; k for 
what little admiration he has 10 ale 

from. 


FI NE-GENTLEMAN. 135 


from. our: widow; ſeems wholly en- 
groſſed by your fair ſiſter. No help for 
misfortunes; my. ſpirits are not very. 
much depreſſed on the occaſion, 


Adieu! Love to-all our friends. 


Nancy PEMRROKE.. 


f 
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The ſame to the ſame: 5 
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HIS morning an expreſs arri- 
T ved for Mrs. Melvin, from lady 
Roachdale. That fair lady's huſband, re- 
gardleſs of the articles of ſeparation to 
which he had agreed, being ſeized with 
a return of paſſion for his help- mate, 


ſurprized her at Melvin-Abbey; and as 


the maſter and miſtreſs of the caſlle 
were both abſent, conſequently ſeveral 
of their ſervants: the garriſon was not 


ſtrong enough to repulſe the enemy. 
18 


” 


. 
15 Ky 8 >» 


® 


He ſoon made himſelf maſter of the 
place. She fled to her apartment, with 
| her 
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her woman: a terrible buſtle enſued. 
He was not ſo. regardleſs. of conſequen- 
ces, however, as, to break open doors 
in a gentleman's houſe ; a, gentleman 
who, he knew, wenn an 17 ook 
1 of that nature. 


At laſt, Fs Fond * 2 by 
perſuaſſons, he brought his deary to ca- 
Pitulate; and a very humorous dialogue 
paſſed through the key- hole, as lady 
Roachdale relates it. In the end, his 
lordſhip was prevailed on to beat his 
march without ſeeing her, after having 
extorted a ſolemn. promiſe that ſhe would 
ä admit him to a conference, i in preſence 
of Sir William and his "fiſter : or, if 
Sir William 8 buſineſs in town could 
not admit of his return, in preſence of 
Mrs. Melvin, and ſome other gh, 0 bar 
friends, 
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on this the old gentleman betook 
*kimfelf and his retinue to 4 neighbour- 
ing inn, there to Wait ill thoſe friends 


could be Convetied.” 


My lady ends her pille with conſu- 
ring Mrs. Melvin to haſten to her; ; for 
chat ſhe has But little dependance on the 
Honour of her t rant, as the calls her 
Huſband : and ſhould be again be- 
< ſiege us, adds ſhe, 1 mall es bn Wok With 
4 terror,” ine 4 a 

AAL sel HS - LOG ain $0334 
eonfeq elles 67 this nel, Ait. 
Mili has. "Eire aide for her Jour- 
ney. Nr. Lindfey was here wen 
ne received the packet; indeed be is. 
ſeldom away, Though lets: He has 
no great reaſon to plume -Hinfelf on the 
ſucceſs of his aſſiduity: but time'ana 
'patience—he does not ſeem to be po- 
fed. of a large portion of the latter 
ſober: 


> F 4 S{1YT 


ww. 
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fober virtue; his labour will not be 
quite Ioft, if Mariana can teach him to- 
acquire a greater ſhare of what is ſo 
very uſeful in our voyage through life. 


On. ſeeing us all inclined to aſſiſt Mrs. 
Melvin, who had a thonſand directions 
to give for her precipitate and unexpect- 
ed expedition, he juſtly thought, that 

we could at that time diſpenſe with the 
honour of his company: he therefore 
roſe to take leave. am ver, forry, 
« fir, (aid Mrs. Melvin) bas fo 10 
4 foon to loſe the pleaſure of your ſo- 
©. ciety, and of thoſe amiable friends, 
4 Gooking round) with whom 1 have 
ec ſpent my time in a manner fo much. 
Wo my taſte : but I hope, (added ſhe) 

* that. we thall all ere long meet again 
« at Melvin-Abbey ; for you, fix, 
* will. I truſt do me the favour to de of 


the party, when this worthy family 


" return my viſit, I ſhall be happy to 
„ 1ntro- 


TA MODERN 
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N introduce you to * brother. He 
bow d ne ff hi 
II. pr Ter. - 9-916 11 1215218 [1 
5 Your.time at. preſent, i is 
© too precious, or I would ſollicit.”—He 
pauſed, and caſt a timid. glance at our 
couſin : ** A few words, madam,” re- 
ſumed be. 1 £31 {Ht 


„ X 


; 
* 


Mans“ 8 checks 1 were ringed with 
Mong but it was not a, bluſh from 

which he had reaſon to conceive any fa- 
vourable omen. am not ſo much 

40 Preſſed for time, (aid Mrs. Melvin, 
0 with a condeſcending fmnile)]but what 
1. 1 can do myſelf the pleaſure of ag. 
po companying you in a ſhort walk in 
40 the garden, if you chooſe to attend 
me.“ His fine eyes ſparkled with 4 
titude; for he juſtly faricies that The has 
no ſmall influence over his beloved : 
not enough however, I fear, to gain 
the 4200 his heart is ſet om 
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Be too 152 and away f — 
189 ry. By 13 
went, Mariana Fad, L were left ng 


es i EOF Nancy l (ery d ſhe) 
«I fs, 1 too phinly ſee, that I ſhall,be 
78 * tormented about this man 3 but do, 
4 not you, my friend, join _ with 1 
* reſt of my well-meaning. perſecutors : 
« for indeed, indeed, (and, the, ſpoke 
*© with feryour) I can never think of 
him in any other light but as a com- 
« moll acqaintance.” „am ſorry for 


4 it, my dear, (returned D for I really 


think him extremely engaging, and 


© every way worthy of you.” by More, 
t more than worthy of me, Nancy; 
but you know my heart. 1 have no 


<q hopes, no proſpects : Iam  fatisfied, 5 
bi: very” well: fatisfied, to continue: as I 


6c am,” : 


of 


** 
* 
— 


E, 
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The: entrance of my the put a ſtop | 
rt our. converſation. | In a few minutes 
Mis. Melvin alſo joined aus: a viſible 


ſatiskaction appeared in her countenance; 
and ſeating herſelf by Mariana, My 
10 dear child, (Kid — 1 ee End 


„ 


„ 


ve Aarted our kc” violently agita> 
ted, and hardly knowing what ſhe did. 
«<< Where, where, my love 8 (continued 
40 Mrs. Melvin) why in ſuch a flutter? 


4c here are none but friends: nor is the 
«6 affair on which. I want to talk to * : 
7A Herer to any of the famih, oa 


0 madam, Tos: me! (cry d Ma- ö 
c. Torr So very. ſoon,—my, late misfor- 
tune fo very recent ;—is this a time? 
< the man muſt be greatly deficientin 
7 delicacy, who could think“ — *© Far 
* _ it, my dear, (interrupted Mrs. 

Melvin) 
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Melvin) be wiſhes not to hurry you; 
he only ſolicite permilfion 20 uſe his 
6 bndgavourety: tender himſelf agreea>. | 
ble to you. He has beſought my in- 
ce tereſt : he ſeeks the intereſt of alt 
< your relations, as well as mums, tor 
< Jeavis to pay: bis pad ba 
ag 1 (18. ama ge bes Nn 
But my * 5 ben the. in 
4 * turn) that he takes for granted. 
Do not be captious, child. (r d 
« Mm. Melvin) The poor:lad; is mack 
humbler than I ſhquld be, were Linchis 
«</plade.: / A man of his rank and: for- 
tune, and ſo very handſome a man 
too Ii proteſti l begin to. think, he; is 
| ere, ndſomer than, my. brothers 
nor am. I ſingular in that opiniqn 3 
„ nayy upon my word, I fancy that I. 
«haye.. diſcovered, an. ſtriking likeneſs | 
| e 8s Don, 0 HORS 
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Till 48 


6 ; voy nod 0! Won 29H 
Hoy many kd countenance 
Men Mariana undergo duriag this 
ſpeech! che good lady was in unt 
1 ſpirits, * Ts . . : Ago! 748 ; 9299 * 
304MM es low . 234 noize 1000 
a Madam, ddl couſin, (aſſoming 
* grave, and even ſolemn air) I am 
F iſenſible that friendſip fur me indudes 
6 to act as you do : but is my dear 
s and fenfible Mrs. Melvin too, in- 
* fected withithe miſtaken notion, by 
e Whiöh the World in general is go- 
e verhed, that riches conſtitute happi- 
* neſs? LE the contrary; from fa- 
e tal experience; and I promiſe myfelf 
more real comfort in my preſent ob- 
<{curity, than ever I taſſed in the days 
; & of 'my affluence. From the little I 
« Know of poor Mr. Craven's ' perplexed 
affairs, I have reaſon to hope that E- 
<© nough is left to render me indepen- 
re n and independency 


66 1s 


# \ 
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xe is all aſk G as e 
My eee difpatc 
me W_—_ be -generouſly.. e | 
know what I have to 
Ml on, 1 will ohearfully reduce 
* my expences to my income, be it 
r ever ſo moderate : then will I remove 
r to ſome little cottage in this neigh» 
e bqurhood, ſor in the much valued ſo- 
re ciety of my friends, 1 fill with. to be 
e indulged, though I never will be a 
e burtheh to them. Till I became pgor, 
I knew nat that I Was proud; but 1 
*-now find, that my weaken d ſpirits 
_ «would entirely deſert; me, were I to 
re be oppreſſed with the ſenſe of apy 
| 6 peduniary obligations. can repay 
5 Kindneſs ſor kindneſs ; but in 8 
n n alas 1 einn, 


arne ks er arms * 
ALE A ebitage my child! | (ex- 
Vox. II. | H | « clamed 


* . 


< wlamed-ihe) ab 1- never; never ſha 
my Mariana be ſuffered to »quit-this 
© manſiori, till ſhe can be induced to 
accept of one more worthy ef her. 
„Why, my. love, will you unkindly 


« talk of obligations? are you not one 
4 f the family? are you not the daugh- 


ter of that amiakle brother, to whom 


am indebted for all un N of 1 
1 in Env Itter 


8 Iiw 29799 ! 30 10b17 | 94101 wir”? 
Here ſhe was ahterrwjted by Mrs. | 
Mevin; "who; having in vain» apply'd 


her Ats, at laſt found herſelf ſo ill; that 
he had hardly ſtrength leſt to deſire that 


we would lead her into the open air. 


There ſhe ſoon recovered; but on ſeeing 


her equipage atithe'gate,'ſhe again ap- 
peared ready to Kine: : tears came ſea- 
ſonably to her relief. She turned to 
your worthy parents; ſhe affectionately 


embraced my aunt: O that the heart- 


Ktelt pleaſure I har 4afted in your ſot 
Zora): . Fi „ ciety, 
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e ciety, may ſoon, very ſoon be re- 
newed! Mariana, my child, (folding 
* her to her boſom) write to me, I will 
© not-Preſs you farther at prefent: Mr. 
« Lindſey muſt plead his own cauſe. 
Heaven direct you, let me know—and 
bluſh not to change your reſolution i 1 
ce fayour of one 10 worthy.” 


She Gaid ſomething cell to each of 
us z then ſtepp d eee into het 
| n £ 


2 » P . ? 3 N * 2 
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Mariana is 1 jow-ſpirite x 
am not much better. Adieu ! 
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Sudley. | 


WAS this morning ſurprized, and 

- tather;) femininely flurried, on re- 
ceiving 2 letter fram Sir William Mei- 

vin. My firſt ſenſations were pleaſing, 


but alas ! the melancholy contents ſoon 
ed every RE idea. 


Ah! Lak y, how unfortunate our 
anke couſin ! My uncle, my beloved 
aunt, regard her as their child; nor will 
my Lucy and Olivia grudge her a ſhare 


of their parents hearts and fortune ; but 
a4. ſtate 
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a fiate of dependance, even though on 
tender relations, is painful to a mind ſo 
ſuſceptible as that of our fair mourner: 
ſo ſhe has declared, as I told you in my 


Read the copy 1 ſend you of Sir Wil- 
Ham's letter, and it will account for the 135 
nen, e 


The Leto n 


6. WIrLtAu Mervix Fg! Miſs 
£489 ba Nauex Fruskokr. | 
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_ As tho t and friend of 1 my 
amlable ward, I take the liberty to ad- 
dreſs you. Tou will foften, the painful 
Nene, Which I am at a loſs how, 


and in hat manner to communicate to 
your lovely gueſt. A few days ago, I. 
was flattered with very agreeable pro- 


2158 ©? 23 ſpects 
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ſpeQts far her ; when on examining mi- 


nutely into Mr. Craven's. affairs, I found 
| that, aſter diſcharging moſt of his debts, 
an eſtate of near three hundred a year 
would remain clear of all incumbran- 
ces: but great was my diſappointment 
to find, that a Younger brother. of his 


had laid claim to it, and. that he was in 
fact the undoubted heir. I then wiſhed 


that we had not adminiſtered to her 


huſband's effects, fince wy that ſhe be- 
comes liable: to his debts.” 


91 his hrother of his, ad pretended 


125 9 has made her what he calls 


a preſent of the furniture, plate, Jew- 


els and library that are in the houſe in 


town ; but more, _ be fays, is nat in his 
Power, as he bas himſelf a large family, 


and but a moderate income, baving dis- 


obliged his father by marr WR. with- 
Bi I e 
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far about, diſpoſing of the, goods, . &. 
and to my regret I find, not above a 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred 
pounds will remain, to our charming 
friend. How ſorry am I, that, by her 


cruel delicacy, the has laid me under 


ſuch, painful reſtraints! I. ſhould glory to 
manifeſt. my friendſhip. However, tho 
ſhe will not honour me with that proof 
of ber regard, 1. truſt, my lifter will be 
more  fuccelsful ; from « one of her own 


Om 


fox, there: can. be © no impropriety ir in re- 


ceivin | favours.” Ah! favours did T 


. 


1 call them 14 We ſhall de the indebted, 2 


Cc 13 : FA. 


and our hearts will evec acknowledge 
the obligation fl ſhe will confer on us by 
becoming 0 our welcome gueſt, our adop- 


ted child. With more than a parent's 
; fopdnels have I 1 ever r regarded her”: with- 


I 
A 8 * I 


dencach e a Heme ns mad. 
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neſs to indulge my weakneſs. Her gra- 
titude might tempt” her. I ſhould be 
wretched even in the gratification of my 
wiſhes, while a doubt of that nature re- 
maind: And dor ue 1 pe 

: Ge JUS + G3. 1b 65 


hav As a8 more „ enn nile bur 
I fancy that you are no ſtranger to my 
Fetirimments ; guarded as 1 have been in 
my behaviour, I mwft often” have be- 
tray d myſelf. Be that as it will, I 
| have very particular reaſons do with 
that. no diſcovery ol this nature may at. 
© preſent. be made to your lovely friend. 

1 have a high opinion of your diſcretion, 
or I would burn what 1 haye. wrote, : and 


39 10 


endeavour i in * Beat, OA. tor 


— 


frain myſelf.” _ ee 
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6 I now aſk it 28 4 favour, 28.2 proof ; ; 

the efteem with which you have pro- 

fied to honour” me, that” ther ints 1 
have 


Fi 
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Javi drops. may remain a ſecret... Let 
not r 1 this aca 5 "It 40 


bl R Q 1 i 4 * 1 
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1 * wrote to my fi fer ; the will. 
if my requeſt is comply d with, (which E 
have no reaſon to doubt) inſtantiy ſet: 
off again for Sudley, I now invite all 
your amiable family to accompany her 
and our ward to Melvin- Abbey. hc * 
_ would not too ſuddenly * deprive. Ma- 

riana of the ſociety. of — friends.“. 


4104. balibus moſt of the creditors are: 
diſcharged: When: every thing here is 
ſettled, I will haſten to join you, and: 
uſe my endeavours. to > render” N N 
Be 58 ry 
"10 My filter 895 fonjeting b. in ber ür 

"ah a Mr. Lindſey. IL Eno-w his fa-- 
milly: the young gentleman Bas a high. 
| PUG in the world; bis fortune is: 


large + if be bas the 806d fortune to- 
H. 5. plates, 
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pleaſe, my regard is too diſintereſted to 

oppoſe what may be for her happineſs. 
May her —_ vs ror to n ſhe. 
1 xg voor anti; 


44.4 « This affiie: f is Ons n code I do 


Hot -chuſe to diſcover my ſentiments. 
bene _ en n ble 


1 hy * — 
18 1 ; 

s * ii MaLy wn.” 
wall. 855 1 7 a | 


| Feu will, not dick, Lucy, "that. 1 


have very exactly comply d with Sir 
William's s requeſt. How could he ex- 


pet a woman. to keep a ſecret? and 
vet I. will oblige him as to Mariana :: 


| 1a mum's the word, don” t blab child ; 


not even to Olivia: no one here ſhall | 


knew. a b of, the matter, ill his 
Tos worſhip 
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worſhip ſees fit to diſcharge. his con- 


ſcience of it. All fear is, that when: 
| "this Wi Hhed- for event "toes take place, 
Mariana D incommodious' delicacy | will: 
Talfe a thouland'ſeruples : : her poverty, | 
her pride. Yet love, all- powerftil Ive! 


O that it ere, now. put to the trial! 


„ 


Sir William is arrived at the years: 
ofe diſeretich : I wifft he may not, by 
too much delicacy; let the favourable: 
moment eſcape him. | | 


5 believe it is too true that in general 5 
ve are the makers, or marrers of our 
own fortunes. Would ſhe- but lend a: 
favourable ear to the. amiable Lindſey !* 
he every hour, by his uncommon ac 
compliſhments gains my good-will; but: 
the fair inflexible. ſtill behaves to him 
with diftant reſerve; though I. have: 
brought her to acknowledge, that, next: 
to a certain perſon, he is the moſt plea- 
e n man ſhe ever met with. N 
Abl. 
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my ſeribbüng; tis the firkt | time I ever 
kad a ſecret that 1 wiſhed | to conceal: 
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5 A K. yen been the news; my 


dear Wiville? upon my word T 

d know what face to put on, on 

the occaſion. I hate hypoctiſy ; and. 

were I even ta affect the plaintives, the 
world would.ſee through the maſk... | 


Th wel ctw. am Stine) of aye 
+ If you are as fond of news-papers, as- 
that honeſt: ſoul of. a politician your fa-- 
ther, I need not inform, you, that laſt 
Monday lord Roachdale died ſuddenly 
of an apoplectic fit, juſt: as he was pre · 
paring to ſet off. for the Abbey, where 
Ltrem. 


1 es for the event of our con- 


ference, fat waiting: with my friends, 
to receive him. Now I do poſitively: 


declare, that though there was. nothing on. 


earth ſo much wiſhed for as to he re- 
leaſed from his tyranny, yet I abſo- 


lutely was ſhocked at his ſudden death: 
perhaps bowerer, my gravity and the 


4 moralizing humour into —__ it. threw 


me for a few minutes, might chiefly. 
proceed from that event's forcing on me- 
anconvidtion,'' how” very! uncertai Ae 
altthe'bleffings of this ſublunary warld! 


a world hawever, to which . my 


ſolf indined to bs reconciled; 00 982 


341 SY 8 714 1 2 . 118 81 327 > 12 919 3 


O Widhe, were ON ahi Malyin dat 


here to conſole me to ſee how char- 


mingly I become my weeds! and then 


the pretty demure caſt of my features; 


none of that giddy levity for-which he 


uſecl bo engagzingly to lecture me: were 


he; here BOW; yy 4 2 7 12 ſedu 
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eing Mariana to draw oft; Wa N 


wha knows 2; But ſhe sa Widow too. That 


however. will never be a. match, if ma- 


dam la Seur can help it. 


ln o 
7 — 


| She, this: morning. received a pachet 


from my favourite. She read, and ap- 
peared in no ſmall agitation ; at laſt, 


« Live with us! ah no l that muſt not. 


be —involuntarily eſcaped from her 
lips. A letter from Sir W illiam,, ma- 


7 dem? faid, I., of Df Poul, f anſwered 


ſhe. No bad news, I hope. Nut 


in ether to him ʒ but poor. Mariana's 


affairs turn out worſe than was ex- 
Here, $0006-2440] was an ex- 


„ 


" PORT: 


© % + 


« does elk oc ag return, 3 Po 


« Ina few. days. Reviving ſounds. 


even Melvin- Abbey, once the ſeat of the 
loves and graces, in his abſepce ceaſed. 


to charm ; for, ſentimental, moral, pru- 


dent as. he. is, he * the happy art. to 


diffuſe 


PTY 
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 diffoſe chearfülaeſs and plæaſure where- 
ver he appears. C O return then, moſt 


amiable of men, . Sacra more m 


me to m_ r 


"Why do you leave me bers in forrow ?. 
"het long weeks äre gone for ever, 
Since Nat Hie SOR to-morrow. 


4 | ift delectable piece of TOY 
fob which I may thank one of our blith- 
fome- dairy-maids, who this moraing 
made echo repeat her ſhrill notes, as 


the tripp d AN _ Plain: to. meet her. 


Jonhey... 


7 F Mw of $04 Þ 


Ah L whit do o you tell me? My good 


Mrs: Melvin again on the wing for 
Sudley. Now, does ſhe: really intend: 
| to leave me here alone to receive Sir 
William ? * This was my firſt thought on. 
being informed of her intended journey. 
No ſueh matter, Wiville; let her alone 
for. 
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for prudence, and all that: I muſt ac- 
company her, it ſeems. A pretty 
whim ! I, who ought, you know, to 
be thut-up in the chamber of mourting, | 
But ſhe muſt have her way: tis my in- 
tereſt to keep well with her. 


E ah you hear, Betty ? 10 — 15 
my new riding-dreſs. Elegant to the 
laſt degree ! The girls. at Sudley are 
bandſome i it ſeems, and, ſorrowful widow 
as I am, one would not ſure look fright- 


I | one's f tief. 
ful i in . S 821 11 0 10  Lovoted 3603 
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William: ah how Peas to Srat 
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AY | Your's, ever, 
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LUc vf all kere are in tlie 
deepeſt” affliction. Our 1 10 
5 that beloved of our WN 7 unkind, un- 
1 fortunate | gul, what is b come of her | 
"How could ſhe fl from friends who fo 
| fondly doated © on a he T2 falſe delicacy, 
4 eruet pride! to what a deſperate ep 
das it driven ber. 3 


1 * 
28 # 2100 


with all the nest; , all the o- 
thing ſy mpathy, my regard for her 
could inſpire, I gently communicated to 
"0 nw: parts of 1 William s letter, 
©; 47. 8 5 which 


' 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
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which I was MT to diſcloſe. She 
liſten d with ſilent compoſure; and when 
I ceaſed to ſpeak, the only ſaid with a 
balf- breath di figh, Now I am poor in- 
* deed,” I ſaw ſhe, was more deeply 
affected than ſhe choſe to acknowledge, 
and therefore exerted all my little ſtock 
of eloquence to conſole and reconcile 
ber to ber fate. She ſeemed, to bear, 
but 1 believe her mind Was far differ- 
ently cogaged thag 1 in  acending, to me. 


At laſt, «] have Luſficiently, 1 Ape 
* rienced the vanity of human wiſhes, 
«(c ry'd ſhe). but. that flatterer, ber. 
« ſhall no longer deceive me,” 
tured to mention the name of Lindley"; 5 
1 do not remember how I introduced it. 
5 Ab! Nancy, (reſumed. ſhe) my tem- 
| r is utterly ruined by. misfortunes, 
a by coaſtant diſappointments. | I feel 
ny ſhall. be captious ; that, I ſhall be 
* hurt 271 time my kind, my wel- 


9 £ 8 G 
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A meaning. 
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ir eee friends, drop hints of the 
nature you have. My heart is not 
yet ſofficiently humbled for a ſtate of 
2 dependlince” but I' will confider on 
e hat is to be done: : of two evils I 
On, * Thall endeavour to chuſe the -_ * 
'T thought by this that the meant to 
take Mr. Lindſey” S Propoſals into ſe· 
rious conſideration; and, for her own 
fake, I with'd that ſhe ſhould accept vf 
his generous offers; and that even in 
Pteference to thoſe” which might > hereaf- 
ter have been made bet by Sir William, 
becaufe. of is Kier s diſlike to cheit 21. 
Vance. How "little. did T — 2h the 


131 x 1 


eruel! firoke that awaited us. She begg d 


Woll 


to be left to her own refle&tiogs. for the 
"reſt of the 1 7 ry mean choly one it 
5 Was to us all i in ber abſence, « u bne | 
I Ompatbizing i in her forrow : we would. 


1 not offend ber by an 8 which 


8 dhe bad forbid, 0 ” fired her to paſs 
| a both 


bl 


OD APES TAS — — 
* 
! 
{ a * 


both that day and night without ventu- 
ring to diſturb her. 


* 


r 


Next morning breakfaſt was ſerved at 


the uſual hour. No Mariana, though 
generally the earlieft riſer, appeared. I 


impatiently haſtened t. to ber apartment: 


in I ran, eager to inquire-after her wel- 


fare. I found it empty of its lovely in- 


habitant : terrified at her unexpected 


abſence, I call'd out, Mariana] w 
« dear Mariana! where are 1 
No anſwer; chance directed my — — 
to her dreſſing- table: I faw a letter : it 


was directed for me. Judge, Lucy, of 


* : * 
n * . : 1 ” w a x N 
my emotions, when I read as: 2 
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Y Nancy will, 1 know, be the 

firſt to go in queſt of her Ma- 
nana, when ſhe does not meet her aſſem- 
bled friends at the tea-table. Toe you 
then, my ever-amiable companion, I 
addreſs theſe few melancholy lines; the 
intention of which is, to bid my reſpected 


and truly loved relations and friends 


adieu, till fortune enables me to re- 
turn in peace: when that will be, hea» 
ven knows. 


Ah! 
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Mailazm ls Jo 349 243 mont nc wat. 

„Ah d * Weep, my Nancy 31 
think I. behold your tears; mine flew 
a8 J write: but I cannot ſtay to be a 
uſeleſs burthen to my ſriends. They 
will. think me perverſe, if I continue to 
refuſe the man they eſteem worthy of 
my choice: but you, Nancy, know 
my heart, and all its weakneſs. Ah 
be ſecret, 1 conjure, you: expoſe not 
your poor ill-fated friend. L own L was 
diſappointed. . If he had felt for me the 
leaft tenderneſs. Fooliſh girl, why ſhould 
I hope that he would, ſo every way in- 
ſerior to him? but he needed not to 
have been afraid, in my preſent fitua- 
tion. 15 would not have been out- done 
in are 5 I eg not thavy if uffer> 


SS 4 EE % % 
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* Jn] is weigh'd ab al for- 
| row ; I know not, what: to do; I want 
to fly from. elt % 1 want to:bury my- 

felf 


* 


* 
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ſelf far from the ſight of all mankind : | 
yet Me: Lindſey has done nothing to 

offend me: he would have taken me, 
forlorn and deftitute as T am. May he 
be rewarded for his diſintereſted pat 
fion ; 51 bs not in my power to reward 
r be 


I have fill a trifle left, it ſeems 2 
With that trifle But J have not yet de- 

termined on what is to be done. Fear 
| not for n me however, my Nancy; 4.1 2 
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tle vill, Vith Sconomy, 80 1 
1 leave you, my friends. "Pe cannot 
Ray. Sir Willidm will be here. Ah! 
I Touts die with ſhame, conſt ious of 
my folly. Ne 1 never will, if Ten 
help it,*betbkd him more. Vet what 
| has he done? O nothing, But alas ! 
both my head and heart are diſordered : 
Pu fly to ſome place where I may, uns 
moleſted, recolle my ſoattered ſpirits; 


Adieu! 


Adicu | amiable, kind and worthy 


friends: my watch informs me tis time 
to go. Fear not for me, I do not go 


alone. She is here. 10G 
Once more, my beloved Nancy, adieu. 


MaRkIanAa CRAVEN. 
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LETTER, IX. 
Lady Susan ROACHDAUE, to Miſs 
W AvILLE. | 


JEAVENS! ! hor: a fracas | ? Mrs. 
Melvin Hinting in one corner; 
aunt Salwin wringing her hands in ano- 
ther; Nancy weeping, Olivia ſobbing < 
and all for what, think ye ? only the 
flight of a romantic girl, who did not 
know when ſhe was well ; run away 
from her friends, and from as fine a 
young fellow—who was ready to lay 
himſelf and fortune at her feet. I have 
no patience at her folly, and yet it was 
an amiable little gipſy too: even I, who 
condemn her for the childiſh ſtep ſhe has 
taken, cannot help joining with * the 
wailers; for who knows what may be 
the conſequence of her imprudenice ? 


Fl NE-GENTLEMAN. 17 


So 85 lovely a creature to expoſe ber- 
ſelf friendleſs and unprotected. to the 
ſnares of a wicked world! | really 1 


thought ſhe had more ſenſe. Dy does” 


| Half the r are that. in oſt of 
ou with the gallant Lindſey at their 
head : he has bent his courſe towards 
London. Mrs. Melvin is almoſt di- 
ſtrated with grief; and at intervals 
drops expreſſions, which ſeem to indi- 
_ cate a diſordered imagination. Very 
wonderful afl this! how ſhe comes ſo 
very deeply to intereſt herſelf in this 
event is paſt my comprehenſion. 


Sir William i 1s hourly expected. Ah 
would he were come! and yet he will 
not much mend the matter; ſince, if I 
am not much miſtaken, he will be one 
of the chief mourners: however, the 
very ſight of him will help to revive 

mee. | 3 
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A pretty romantic" place is this Sud- 
by; ; but a-moſt-woe-begone' ſet of mor- 
tals are its inhabitants at preſent. Nancy 
and Olivia would, I believe, if they. had 
not disfigured themſelves with wailing, 
de good fine girls. They are ſmart fi- 
gures, and Olivia's eyes are, I fancy, 
remarkably brilliant, r in * na- 
tural Kate. | 
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I hear a 3 Ah it is, it is the 
lovely Melvin! With what alacrity 
does he diſmount ! Softly, fir; you 
will be difa profes, the bird is 


| flown. 


Adieu! I haſten to welcome him. 
How is my dreſs? charming ! a de- 
lightful colour is black, — and when 
worn on ſuch an ene 8 Adieu, 
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FO ORSE, and 8 no l 
did our charming baronet ga- 
a on a confuſed ſtate of the caſe from 
a ſet of ſobbing relaters, who interrup- 
ted each other in their eagerneſs to tell 
the. diſmal tale, than . up ſtarted ſweet 
William, pierced to the heart with the 
diſmal tidings, and, ſnatching his hat, | 
« Be comforted my worthy friends, 
« (cry'd he) 'tis impoſſible but that the 
£*:place of her retreat muſt; be diſco- 
« vered/by the methods you have takers 
«] 90 to. join the important 65 50 No 

| 1 3 fla +3: nn 
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one here, dear as the is'to you all, 
can be half fo much intereſted in her 
recovery as myſelf. ” - In faying this. 
; he haftened towards his A 
17 Mother, 0 my baer exclaim - 
ed Mrs. Melvin, in a kind of frantic 
voice ; Stay, ſtay, for heaven's ſake 
* let me ſpeak to you in private before 
you go.“ He heard her not. His 
chariot was out of fight before her 
— trembling ſteps reach'd the outward 
gate. She returned, and flinging her- 
ſelf into a chair ſat motionleſs, her eyes: 
fixed on the floor. At laſt, ſeeming to 
recollect herſelf, I am terrified with 
* out cauſe; he * cannot, will not mm o 
* © ee 


13 


I © Thete is 4 \nipflery 1 in thoſe ad the 
Nhe expreſſions which eſcape her, that 
are to me inexplicable. Moſt ladies 

- have their. ſecrets: tis no affair of mine. 

As. / 
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As we begin to entertain ſome hope of 
recovering our ſtrayed ſheep, we allo 
begin to pocket our tragedy handker- 
chiefs. The girls have waſhed off the 
traces of their tears, have paid a viſit 
to their toilets, from whence they re- 
turn d a as ſmart as you pleaſe. A very | 
elegant dinner too was ſerved, with 
that kind of eaſe and regularity, which 
gives a double reliſh to the pft. 


fad that happineks * not confined 
to the rich and great. People in a mid- 
ling ſphere of life can I ſee, where they 
have taſte, render their humble dwel- 
lings agreeable, both to. 285 friends, 


and themſelves: - 


The AAR." of this family has great: 
merit. in the management of it: with 
three or four ſervants the is better ſer- 
ved, than ſome of my acquaintance- 
who have five times that number. Our: 
| L 4. good 
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good aunt is s Tenfible; and as truly po- 


lite as if ſhe had ſpent her life in the 
beau- monde. Uncle is a worthy, hoſ- 
Pitable plain man, frank and chear- 
Fu l. Nancy Pembroke, their niece, is 
a lively and entertaining companion. 
Olivia, who has half a hundred lovers, 
is a fine blooming girl of nineteen, with 
4 Pleaſing ſort of natvetè in her manner, 
which is! extremely taking: 'tis the 
moſt obliging little creature I ever met 
8 with. as made her ſtroll with me this 
evening in a neighbouring wood; a 
Tweet receſs, which, with a better con- 
Certed "tete-a-tete, would have been 
quite enchanting. 1 talked to her of her 
ſweethearts, and the pretty ruſtick 
2 ſo innocently.—— CET on 
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T he Honourabts Fa MES ils N DsET, to 


Mrs. eg We ef 


J 8 joy to my much egen 

| Mrs. Melvin, and all my amiable 
friends at Sudley. She is found ; the 

moſt lovely of her ſex is ſafs, under the 
protection of a lady, who will uſe her 
utmoſt endeavours to render her firudtion 
agreeable, tin fhe is reſtored to kr rela. 
tions. Ves, the idol of his affections 
is under the fame roof with her rats 
ſported Lindſey f tranſported WM RC - 
thoughts of having been her deliverct. . 
Te tore re myſelf from: her, as ſoon: as FER 


Ty” her 
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| Tax engen 


her. begin to open her charming eyes; 
eager to communicate the intelligence. 


My meeting with ber was moſt pro— 
vidential. She had been betrayed into 
the hands of a villainous plotter, who 


lad, it ſeems, known and. admired her, 


(o know and to admire her are the 


fame thing) in Mr. Craven's life-time. 


L know not the particulars of the af- 
fair: what I have related, I gathered 


ä from. the broken and unconnected ſen- 


tences which dropp'd from her during 
ah little j n. 


B 1 forget: thiat* you will be-c curious. 
ps know. in what place; and in what. 
manner I was ſo fortunate as to diſcover- 


her. On my way to London, I made 
the moſt diligent enquiry at. every inn. 


and of every ſtage-coach-man, poſti- H 
lion, &c. Fruitleſs were my inquiries. 
In town I was 1 more ſucceſsful ; 3. 

for 
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for I was told at her late dwelling houſe, 
that a ſervant who. had formerly Ii live 
with her had been ſent there, by her: 
orders, as ſoon as Sir William Melvin- 
ſet off. for the country. This woman 

had alſo been with, the attorney e 
ployed i in ber affairs; and he had, on 
re:eiving a draught, which he ka to- 
be her hand-writing, Neid the bearer * 

it fifty, pounds... NEE 3 


- * 
*%...# 


But this intelli gence-w was of little cone 
ſequence to. me,. as it was not known 
in what part of the town. the. woman 
lived : of her name however J. was in- 
formed, by the perſon whom SirWil-- | 
lam had left t to take. care e of the houſe... 


* 


1 eil home, and ent two oft my | 

—_— to enquire : Go, ſaid I, and 
** aſk.. at every ſhop. vou meet with, 

from one end of the town to the * 's 

1 1 know. a. Mary Jones, who * 
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15 55 CLE 280 ved with Mr. 858 i 

ven of Pall- Mall.“ A ſtrange wild- 
gooſe chace it muſt be own'd, and from 
which ] bad no great hopss of ſucceed- 
ing. 1 alſo put an advertiſement to the 
ſame effect into the London Packet; ; 
adding. * that if the faid Mary Jones 
* would a pply to Mr. Dearin g. book- 
CI ſeller, in Bond- ſtreet, ſhe would hear 
t of ſomething to * W r : 


— * 


2493 1111 1 } 

. My; ſervants returned as 1 en 
without gaining the wiſhed-for informa- 
tion: my advertiſements were equally 


unſucceſsful for a whole week. 1 ſtrolled 


from n morning to night into all the lanes 


| and; 


and alleys about town, examining every 
coor. and Fry lign to no purpoſe. . | 


At kalt in babe along Oxlprd- 
fireet, J ſaw a crowd of people afſem- 
Pied before a {wall haberdaſher's ſhop z 
1a. 2 moment a * drove 

from 


n 


Ts; * 


from! amongft them. 4. 1 alk'd the perſon 
who ſtood next me, what was the mat: 
ter? Only a poor young woman bas 


wel © been arreſted, faid the fellow; A ſweet | 


81 


* pret creature, to be ſure; $: who lodg- 
* ed at Mrs, Jones's there, the haber 


> £* $150. Y "T1 C13 
40 * daſher 5. : 1 | 


% 
* 


el with di name, Aruck with . 
the incident! however improbable thaz 


it ſhould happen to my -charmer, i 


aſk'd no more queſtions, but haſtily 


leaping into a coach which waited for 4 


1 Drive, (ery dc I) drive like | 


„lightning. I will give you a guinea 
«if you overtake” that coach. Which, 
& which ? (aid the man) That thers; 
e that there, bawl'd: the mob; the gen- 
« tleman will bail FO bleſs 9025 
80 Donsur.“ 0 en e 9 


7 7 4. * . 
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+ heard no more; the; fellow drove, 
quick, though at the hazard both of his, 


n . re 
eck and mine The carriage we wet 
5 | in 
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in bil of, turn'd down a Areas which 
fed to the New Road: Go on, (ry d 
«<1 to my coachman) f follow : but top. 
« not till I order you: In, this. man- 
ner we. drove on à- few paces behind, 
till we came to Mary-l -Je-bon. : there, I. 
bid my man drive up, and by getting 
before it to ſtop the other coach. He 
obey d: on which. a quarrel enſued. 
between the brothers of the whip. Mean 
time I jump'd out, to examine my fel-.. 
nellen. | | 


But, O madam! judge of my tran- 
ſport, when I found that I had not been 
miſtaken; when T beheld the lovely, 
the afflictec Mrs. Craven, half dead 
with terror. I-haſtily wrenched. open the 
coach door, and ſpringing in, preſumed 
to fold her in my arms. The man, the 
pretended bailiff, now throwing open a 
great coat, and a Noutched hat, and Wig. 


ha 11 he. wore over. * own. heir as⸗-a4 
3 VE * 


. 
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di ſguiſs, n a very genteel 8. 
gure elegantly dreſſed.” 


Mrs. Craven uttered: a ſhriek; <© Ah. E 15 
it is the deteſtable Sir Francis Wil- 
mot (cry'd ſhe). .O _— ſave me; 

« deliver me from his power.” Fear 
not, my dear madam, (returned DS. 
come for. that purpoſe.” - But it. 
Fe ſhall coſt you dear, young gentleman, .. 
« (faid Sir-Francis, drawing, his work: 
*©-] ſhall not eafily. reſign my prize.” 
He jump'd out; I follow d. O Lind-- 
„ ſey, generous Lindley. !”” Lheard my 
angel exclaim ;:. Heaven defend you.” 
Raviſhing ſounds ! 1: would have en- 
countered a thouſand deaths, and have. 
thought myſelf amply repaid 17 eh 
accents of kindneſs. | ; 


| We Gin juſtice was on my fide. 
know not whether or not any of the 
wounds he received will prove mortal. 

"364 1 
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1 left him to the care of his coachman; 
and lifting my beloved into the other, 
carriage, proceeded with her to a lady, 
who l recollected lived at Liſſom - green. 
I could hardly, even by the aſſiſtance 
of ber ſalts, keep your charming friend 
from fainting during our little journey: 
and when ſhe enter d Mrs. Belville's par- 
Jour, ſhe ſunk N ſenſeleſs into a 
os 28 HRT) 4, : ws. 


* Whilt that FIR and her ſervants 


: apply" d proper remedies for her reco- 
very, 1 related as much as I thought 
neceflary of her adventure, to-account 
for her indiſpofition, and: to apologiſe 
for our viſit, to the worthy: bufband of 
my friend; whoſe: company I deſired 
in another room, where J was more ex- 
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Lam ſummoned to Wo my 
angel is much better: the ſervant ſays 
ſhe is quite compoſed. 


Adieu, madam. I hope in a few 
days to have the honour of preſenting 
her to you: or perhaps it will be more 
agreeable, if you will be ſo good as to 
attend her here“ Tou know her ex- 
treme delicacy; ſhe might not chuſe 


to travel * with me. * will ſhall 
| yu direct - 05 ee ee (Cl 
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- Mrs. CRAVEN to Miſs PEMFB OKT. 


M Y friends! m y beloved friends ! 
pardon my raſhneſs in leaving the 


happy aſſy lum to which you gave me 


fo kind a welcome : ſeverely have I 


ſuffered by my imprudence. How 
could I expe a ſtranger, (at leaſt one 


who was no way connected with me) a 
ſervant ; how could I expect ſhe would 


be faithful to me in oppoſition to her 
- Intereſt, when J had it fo little in my 
power to reward her fidelity ! A vile 
_ creature ſhe has proved. Wiſhing to be 


Private and unknown, not well knowing. 
indeed where to fix my abode, I took 


2: lodgings at her houſe till I could deter- 
mine on n ſome. plan for my ſuture 1 


. OT * * 
a 
# 


. 


The 
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| The only time J ventured to ftir out 
was laſt Sunday, to church. On my re- 
turn, I was unfortunately . met by Sir 


Francis Wilmot z whom you may oo 


member me to have mentioned in niy 
former letters. He knew me, in ſpite 
of the pains I had taken to conceal my- 
ſelf. The plainneſs of my dreſs, and 
the viſible dejection of my whole ap- 
pearance, perhaps firſt inſpired him 
with preſumptuous hopes. He followed 
me : and, as I gueſs, made intereſt 
with the unworthy woman, under whoſe 
protection I had.put myſelf : | for that 
very evening ſhe ſuffered him to ſur-. 
Friſe me in MY apartment. 


You may judge of the reception. 1 
gave him, and alſo of the manner with 
which [ received his inſolent declaration 
of a paſſion, with which, he fald, I 
had infpired him the firſt. moment he 
beheld me. ob was with no ſmall diffi- 
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oy that 1 could oblige him to leave 
When he was gone, I told the 
indtihy that I would inftantly quit her 
- houſe, if ever ſhe again ſuffered him to 
enter it; at the ſame time ſeverely re- 


*proaching her for diſobeying my com- 


mands. She made many plauſible apo- 
logies; one was, that the gentleman had 
told her he was nearly related to me, 

and that he was fure I ſhould Pere to 


a: vim.” 


1 Te to give. FRE to * he 
id; but, alarmed at the event, in- 


ſtantiy fat about preparing for my de- 


parture. She had watched me, and 


gueſſed my purpoſe; and having con- 
ſulted with ber vile aſſociate, they for- 


med the horrid plot of his perſonating a 
'bailiff, in order ſecurely to'get me into 
his power. The pretence for the arreſt 


A Was, that Mr. Craven owed. her late 


_buſband, who had * been his 
valet, 
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valet, one hundred pounds; a ſum 
which ſhe knew it was not immediately? 
in my power to diſcharge, I was for- 
cibly dragged out of the houſe, wen | 
leſs of my tears and intreatiees. 


They put me into the coach more dead 
than alive. A murmur of compaſſion, 
ran through the crowd ; humanity a 8 

peared amongſt ſtrangers: they pit- 
tied; but alas! no pity was received 
from the wretch into whoſe power I had 
been betrayed. Had not Lindſey been 


ſeaſonably ſent by heaven to my relief 
O how ſhall I repay the debt I owe that 


moſt amiable of men, and his friends, 
under whoſe roof I have met with ſo 


happy an aſſy lum! They oppreſs me 
with their kindneſs. The worthieſt of 
women is Mrs. Belville; nor is her huſ- 
band leſs intitled to my eſteem. I find 
they are diſtantly related to my protec- 
tor, whoſe late conduct has ſecured my 


eternal args but I fear my man- 
N = mer, 
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ner, the overſlowings. of a heart infi- 


nitely obliged, has inſpired him with 


hopes, which it is not in my power to 


ratify. 


Will you, my friends, permit me to 
return to you? Will you again receive 


the poor fugitive, and kindly forget the 


pain ſhe has given you ? Will not my 
Nancy, will not my uncle condeſcend? 
Shall I not ſee you here ? Does Mrs. 


Melvin, does Sir William know ? but 


tis on my relations 1 depend; tis to 
them I with to be indebted; already 


am under too many obligations to 
ſtrangers. . 


Allen | adieu, my deareſt coufit 
ie me ever Tur 


NI. Say ex. 


2 LET. 
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Sir ee, Mervix to Maw 
MELyv 1 at Sudley. | 


H E generous Lindſey kf” I 
find, informed you of his ſuc- 
ceſs. Why was not the enviable hap- 
pineſs reſerved for your brother ! 'Tis 
time, my dear ſiſter, to reveal to you a 
ſecret which I have long ſtruggled to 
conceal, even from myſelf, diſpairing 
of ſucceſs in my ſuit. But from ſome 
encouraging hints, kindly communica- 
ted to me by a friend, T have reaſon to 
believe, that the declaration 1 mean to 
make will not be unacceptable : Yes, 
my dear: ſiſter, I am tempted to flatter 
myſelf, that the lovely Mariana will 


lend a favourable ear to my addreſſes, 
and that ſhe will ſupply to me the loſs 


of my long: lamentec Maria. Much 


1 with to reſtore to ſociety an ornament, 
a pattern 


be TE MODERN: / 
a pattern to her ſex. Charms like her's 
were not fur med to be buried in obſcurity. 


I need not aſk my generous ſiſter if 
the approves my choice. I know you 
are above the mean conſideration of 
wealth. The amiable Lindſey IS, I 
believe, my rival; I will not uſe any 
ungenerous means to ſupplant him : let 
Mariana decide between us. I will not 
murmur at her deciſion, be it even in 
| favour of my rival: her happineſs is 
dearer to me than my own : my paſ- 
fion has in it more of the tranquil affec- 
tion of a tender friendſhip, than the 
tumultuous and ungovernable tranſſ ports 
of love; and yet no one can love her 
with more fincerity. 0 


Thi very evening 1 mean to ls 
the important diſcovery of my ſenti- 
ments, and, if my wiſhes are gratified, 
I will ſoon preſent her to you under the ö 
appellation of fitter. Your affectionate 


5 - WILLIAM Mzrvix. 
oy L E 1 
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Mrs. CR A vEN to Miſs PEMBROKE. 


ANCY, my dear Nancy, what 
will become of me? how I am 
agitated ! ah! what will become of all 
my wiſe reſolutions ? Sir William I am 
out of breath ;—ſure never any body 
behaved ſo like a fimpleton as I did juſt | 
now. He has ſpoken, my dear; he 
has revealed, Would you bilievs' it? 
he has long beheld your poor Mariana 
with partiality : Yes, my dear, he 
actually loves me. The moſt reſ] pectable 
of men has avowed his paſſion; and O, 
in what eloquent terms | and yet I feel 
a weight « on my ſpirits, 


I trembled, and was ready to faint 
as he addreſſed me. A kind of hor® 
„„ —- ror 
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nour---I involuntarily ſhrunk from his 
touch. I who have ſo long—But he 
ſurprized me. I wanted time to recol- 
let myſelf. I fat motionleſs in my 
chair, and if I might have had worlds, 
J could not have articulated a fingle ſyl- 
lable in anſwer to what he ſaid. He 
Aw, and pitied my confufion : ſurely 
be is the moſt delicate of men, as well 
#:the moſt engaging. 


x 1 3 1 you have not been 
faithful to the truſt repoſed in you. He 
ſeemed to hint, in excuſe for what he 
call'd. his preſumption—ah, how thoſe 
hiats added to my bluſhes ! I cannot 
bear the recollection of my 1 5 beha- 


viour. | 


After reſpeAtully rofl my Hand 
to his lips, he ſaid, I opprefs you, 
** my amiable Mariana; but hope you 
« will, when more * compoſed, conde- 


* * Teend to confider of my propoſal.” All 
crim- 


crimſoned over was my face and neck 
while I curteſy 'd, and procipitazaly y 85 
drew to my * 


On what ſhall I Jotwrring ? why" 
ſhould an event, for which I have fo 
long ſecretly figh'd, produce ſuch ſtrange 
emotions? I cannot deſcribe to you my 


feelings. Surely my heart is incapable 
of inconſtancy : ſurely Lindſey, —I 
ſhould hate myſelf—but I am ftupified, 


and incapable of ranging my thoughts 
into any degree of order: and yet 1 


ſuppoſe at laſt—Ah, can eloquence like 
his fail of ſucceſs Fon adieu. | 


MAR ROT CRAVRHN. 
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Miſs PRMBRORE to Mrs. CRAvxx. 


1 
1 ; i 


Meſſenger is ſent expreſs from 
Mrs. Melvin to her brother. On 
. 55 a letter from him this morning 
ſhe fell into fits, and hehaved as if dif- 
trated. There is ſome myſtery which 
will, I fear, when explained, deeply 

wound us all; but of what nature I can- 
not divine. She hurried to her apart- 
ment, and haftily wrote a few lines ; 
then threw herſelf on the bed; © ſend. 
it, ſend it expreſs,” cry'd ſhe wildly, 
« let him fly: then claſping her hands, 
continued filent, and much indiſpoſed. 


I was, with our uncle, to have ſet 
off for your abode to-morrow morning; 
| - „ 
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but this lady's illneſs has diſconcerted 
our plans. However as to Sir William, 
My dear, I have not time. His love 
for you has long ceaſed to be a ſecret to 
me. I am his confidant: perhaps 1 
might hint—But the man is ready. 


I ſcrawl theſe few lines in order to 
prepare you a little for the conſequences 
of Mrs. Melvin's letter. Heavens bleſs 
and protect you. Adieul  _ 


Naxer PaMBROKE, 
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Mrs. MzLvin to Sir WILL IAN 
MzLy1N. | 


LO 


AY. heaven ſmile, propitiqus on 
1 your union? Ah no, no, my 
brother, heaven and earth forbid the 
tings. To long, too long have I con- 
N -2. 2 22 She ma 4 . ha 4 441 Cnauad Nau 
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upon my heart, and drinks its blood. 
O how have I been puniſhed for ons 
hour of mad ungovernable paſſion ! how 
puniſhed for a falſe pride ! I might 
have been happy in ſpite of my fall 
from virtue: a virtue which was re- 
ſpected even by him to whom I facri- 
ficed it. How long have I ſtruggled 
- againſt the feelings of nature ! Crue 

mother . 
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mother l monſter that I was, to expoſę 

my child to ſo many misfortunes, in or- 
der to conceal my ſhame ; to leave her 5 
a dependant on ſtrangers, while I en- 
joyed all the luxuries that wealth could 
give; do ſuffer her, nay in a manner 
to compel her, to marry a man like 
Craven, with whom I foreſaw ſhe muſt 
be wretched, in order to put it out of 
your power to offer her your, hand, 
which I ſaw you was inclined to do, and 

that of all things on earth I dreaded ; 


be then 1 muſt, as now, have feats | 


z ſecret concealed at the expence of fo 
many crimes. But heaven has puniſhed 
me as 1 deferved, and in ſplte of all 
my precautions compelled mo at laſt to 
make the diſcovery. 


1 0 my brother! ] if I may ill preſume 
to call you by that name, Mariana, 
your! loved Mariana is your niece. Is=- 
Alas ! my band almoſt refuſes to write 


7 3 
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the humiliating ſentence which expoſes 
my ſhame. Mariana is my daughter. 
Almoſt from infancy Mr. Melmoth and 
I had conceived a mutual paſſion ; but 
as he was then a younger brother, and 


his proſpects extremely limited, we 


could not hope for the conſent of my pa- 
rents. It was at my aunt's, with whom, 
after the death of our reſpectable mo- 
ther (how ill have I profited by her ex- 
ample J) I continued 'till I was fixteen or 


ſeventeen years of age, that I became 
acquainted with him : about that time 
vou was ſent on your travels: ſpare me, 
and excuſe my be:ng minute on a ſub- 
ject ſo humiliating. FOR 


One fatal evening Mr. Melmoth came 
to inform me, that his parents had 
bound him to a Hamborough merchant, 
and that in leſs than a week he ſhould 
be compelled to leave England. I wept. 
We mutually vow'd eternal conſtancy : 

| we 
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we talked of love: O, my brother, had 
we only talked '—he left me the moſt 
wretched of my ſex. A few months 
convinced me of the fatal conſequence 
of my imprudence. Diſtracted, not 
knowing what to do, or how to conceal 
my ſhame, I threw myſelf at the feet 
of my worthy aunt, and with floods of 
tears, revealed my crimes ! She pitied 
and forgave me. 1 by her means lay 
in privately, and was ſafely delivered 
of à daughter. She wrote to inform 
Mr. Melmoth of that event: on which 
be, with all the fondneſs of a lover 
and father, hurried to me, and in the 
preſence of my amiable friend and con- 
fidant, beſought me to accept of his 
hand: but I, from pride, from a ſort 
of delicacy, abſolutely rejected his offer, 
determined, as I faid, never to unite 
myſelf to a man, to whom I had given | 
ſuch fatal-proofs of my weakneſs. In 
rain he knelt, f in vain. be. pleaded with. 
| K 5 all 
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all the ardour of a fervent paſſion ; in 
van did my aunt remonſtrate. I conti- 
nued inflexible ; and, to prevent all far- 
ther importunity, made before them 
both a moft ſolemn vow, never to 
change my ſtate: a vow which I have 
moſt regularly obſerved. Ah ! ſhort, 
ſhort is now my ſpan of life, and ſoon 
will my wearifome pilgrimage be at an 


Mx. Me}moth went abroad again, ta- 
King with him his infant daughter, and 
ber nurſe. About a twelvemonth after, 
he, at my earneſt perſuaſions, for we 
kept up a regular correſpondence, and 
tender friendſhip till his death: at my 
perſuaſion, I fay, he married his maſ- 


ter's daughter, who had been offered to 
him by her father. You have ſeen her, 
my brother: a moſt amiable woman 
the muſt have been. To her, by my 
conſent, he revealed our unfortunate 

5 amour, 
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amour, and ſhe generouſly took his Ma- 
riana under her protection, and as they 
were uot likely to have any children, 

adopted her as her nher, „ 


She died on theis return to England, 
as you know; and Mariana was on her 


death ſent into the country, and placed 
under the care of Mr. Melmoth's Hter: 


Again, on his return, $ 4 offered 
himſelf to my acceptance, but my re- 
ſolution was unalterably fixed. In a Kind 
of peak he married lady Jones: Lou 


Sir William know the reſt. RET « | 


"This have 1 Se! a eg con- 


ſeſſion of my crimes, of my weaknefs 
and ſhame. Ah ! could you have be- 


| leved this of your Caroline! But Iam 

puniſhed ; my heart is broken; I feel 

I ſhall not long ſurvive the diſgrace 1 

muſt ſuffer from revealing this fatal ſe- 
| | cret © 7 
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ret : I who have ned fo unble- 
miſhed a reputation But bring my 
child to me; let me ere 1 die embrace 
her: let me for a few moments indulge 
the feelings of a mother ! then will I 
chearfully meet my approaching diſſo- 
lution. Thank heaven ſhe need no lon- 
ger be an humble dependant: my Ma- 
riana ſhall indeed be raiſed to affluence, 
though not by the means you propoſed ; 


my fortune, my large fortune Will ſoon | 
be her” 8. 


+; 4 drops from my fee- 
ble hand. I am ill, extremely ill. 
Haſten to me, my kind brother; bring 
me my child; and O! bring me alſo 


* nee Adieu! 
FE © 


Tour penitent fiſter, 


Can Ml vi. 
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LETTER, 


Miſs PzMBROKE to Miſs Lucy 
SALWINe 


"HAT an unexpected diſcovery ! 
Would you believe it, my Lucy? 
our Mariana is niece to Sir William 
Melvin. How do you make that 
* out ?” (cries my friend; wiſhing ra- 
ther, I ſuppoſe, to have heard that ſhe 
was his bride). © Sir William has not, 
<* that ever I heard of, any brother, or 
% any other ſiſter than Mrs. Melvin; 
4e and ſhe, you know, is a maiden lady.“ 
A ſingle lady, you mean, Lucy: but 
my dear, this little flouriſh of levity is 
quite unſeaſonable in me, and I am an- 
gry at myſelf for having .indulged it. 
Wes 2” abſolutely fact, however, that Mrs. 


Manie! is her mother. The ſtory i is to@ 
long ; 


14 
f 
| 
= 
'H 
2 
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long ; ſhe has ſeverely ſuffered for her 


youthful indiſcretion : we will not give 
it à harſher name, becauſe her late cen- 
duct has been ſo irreproachable, 1o ex- 
emplary. Alas! the finks under this dil- 
covery of her diſhonour, and will not 
Jong ſurvive the loſs of her fame. The 

phyficians pronounce her in a very dan- 
m WAY + © 


Sir William and our lovely coufin ar- 


rived bere laſt night: they had tra- 
velled poſt, and were both, from va- 


ious cauſes, exceedingly dejected. The 


moment Mariaha enter'd, ſhe eagerly 
enquir'd for Mrs. Melvin : not know- 
ing that ſhe had reveal'd her ſecret to 


1 any but Sir William and herſelf, ſhe 


prudently forbore to call her by the 
tender name of mother. But ſhe needed 


not to have uſed that caution; as, the 
very day before, Mrs. Melvin had, 


after alem bling all dur family into ber 


73 apart- 
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:\partment, given us 4 recital of ber 
. 7 


W t emotions did her narrative ex- 
cite in your amiable mother, Lucy z 
by its reminding ber of a much-loyed 
brother! and how tender, how ſoothing 
was her behaviour to the afſſicted and 
humbled relater ! nor was that lady's. 
expreſſions of regard leſs fervent. I 
felt my heart united to your's, (aid 
ſhe) from the firſt moment I beheld. 
e you; you re-kindled in it all that 
80 tenderneſs, which the moſt amiable. - 
« of men, whom you in perſon ſo. 
ce ſtrongly reſemble, had inſpired. It 
© will be a conſolation to me, (conti= 
© nued ſhe, fighing) to reſign my breath 
% under your hoſpitable roof, and in 
© the preſence of her I regard as my 
« ſiſter.” Much more ſhe faid in the 
ſame melanc holy ſtrain : : both Olivia's 

7 3%" Fs 


_ — — 1 K — Rey — — 
_ = _ . ——— en er ee — rr 4s m — — 
—— . — 


208 


: „ A TD Ox 
TE MODERN 
* * Wa | - * * . - \ 4 


eyes and mine gave teflimony of or 


| ſenſibility. 


4 hk a great diffidence of my talents 
in the pathetick way, and dare hardly 
attempt the deſcription of thoſe kind of 
ſcenes, or I would give the particulars 
of Mariana's interview with her late- 
found mother. But indeed. it was too 
much, even. for my ſpirits : I was ab- 
ſolutely obliged precipitately to leave 


the room. Sir William top, manly in his 
grief, yet tenderly afflicted ; how fond- 


ly did he hang over his 'much-loved 


fiſter ! how repeatedly did he aſſure 
ber of his unalterable eſteem ! By the 


united endeavours of thoſe unfortunate 


lovers, (ah, lovers now no mare!) the 
Was reſtored to ſome degree of tranqui- 


lity. She then aſk'd for Lindley. 


Where is he, my child ? (faid the) 


6c « where i is the generous man who ſaved 
<6 « you. from diſhonour? O Mariana! 


1 


« jf you knew, like me, what it is to 
« Jofe that moſt precious of all treaſures, 
„ you would not think any ſacrifice too 
„great, any Price too high, to pay 
him in return for his ſeaſonable pro- 
* tection. I would not put a force on 
« your inclinations, my love. I have 
once already fatally urged you in an 
« affair of this nature: but with Lind- 
« ſey, with the noble-minded Lindſey, 
«© you run no ſuch riſque : he has mant̃- 
e feſted for you the moſt diſintereſted 

* paſſion z and I own 1 could . with to | 

Ot ſee you happily ſettled before I bid 
you a laſt adieu. Confider this, my 
* dear: conſult your own heart; ob- 

lige a dying parent, however little 


| -© her treatment of you has intitled her 


to your tenderneſs and duty.“ Ma- 
riana figh'd deeply, and reſpectſully 
preſſing to her breaſt the hand of her 
mother: I am your child, my dear 
* madam ; and you ſhall ever find me 

obe- 
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** obedient » but ah, my honoured mam- 
* ma; is this a time, alas! while you 
* are ſo ill? is it poſſible that my heart 
**. ſhould have room for any other ſenti- 
„ments but thoſe of grief?” * I would 
not hurry you, my beloved, reſumed 
Mrs. Melvin; and yet J feel, that if 
you long delay, I ſhall not have the 
L ſatisfaction, But I will not add to 
e your affliction : only let me. fee and 
I * him for bis nn 0 


Sir William has ſent to 0 the 
ler of Mr. Lindſey's preſence here: 
me now, 28 warmly: as his ſiſter, eſpon- 
s his cauſe : eafily with bim did the 
lover ſink into the friend. Mariana 
fill ſhudders at the danger ſhe has eſca- 
ped, and cannot yet behold him with- 
aut viſible emotion; but that emotion 
has nothing in it of her former paſſion : 
indeed, her attachment was, from the 
firſt, more kke friendſhip than love; 


"_ 4 


a good deal in the platonick ſtyle: ſo 
that ſhe need not now bluſh at the re- 
collection of her former feelings. I have 
not pot ventured to talk to ber en the 


Adieu l my dear Lucy. When do 
you return? Qlivia is quite diſconſo- 
late for the loſs, of her ſiſter, as I am for 
my friend : threg, months-—abſolutgly 
an age. Won't you. come; and ſes this 
charming Lindſey, your acre, couſin ? 
fo 1 os 10 wi „ e 
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Lady SoSAN Roacupals to Miß 
; | Nein. 


A TER a nay ori to the 
£ & Abbey on important buſineſs, I 
am again returned to Sudley. Strange 
diſcoyeries have been. made during my 
abſence, Did 1 not fay, that our ex- 
emplary f. pinſter, Mrs. Melvin, | had 
her ſecrets, as well as her neighbours? 
Moſt true it is, that a coquette often 
loſes her reputation while ſhe preſerves 
her virtue; while a prude often loſes 
ber virtue, yet preſerves her reputa- 
tion. Who then would be a coquette, 

ſince the odds are ſo much againſt us? 
You find, I tacitly acknowledge myſelf 
of that 1 : but I ſhall change my 
plan now, for again my hopes revive ; 
i the 
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the little widow can no longer diſconcert 
my projects. Teach me then, ye gods, | 
the way to win him: prude, coquette, 
grave, gay, witty or dull; what cha- 
racter would I not aſſume, to gain my 

William ! $64 


But 1 had almoſt forgot. That we 
muſt not be too haſty in our cenſures 
of his ſiſter, that Mariana is her daugh- 
ter, is paſt a doubt; but then they have 
tacked a private marriage to the fron- 
tiſpiece of her adventures; and charity 
believeth all things. As J fay on all 
| ſuzh occaſions, Tis no affair of mine: 
I am only ſorry that ſhe takes things ſo 
much to heart: on my: word L am, truly 
concerned, for | ſhe: is certainly, in a 
very bad way; and be ſhe wife or ſpin- 
ſter, (maid I was going to ſay) for every 
valuable quality, one ſhall ſeldom meet 
her equal. Her illneſs ſtill throws a 
cloud over the na turally chearful coun- 


tenances that inhabit Sudley ; ; in vain 
| the 
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| the face of nature puts on all its bloom- 
ing attractions; we only can taſte its 
charms, when the heart is at eaſe. Sir 
William and Mariana hardly ever quit 
| the chamber of our poor afflicted. | 


: The b Lindſey, * at her re- 
queſt has been ſent for, ſeems at a loſs 
bow to diſpoſe of himſelf : even my de- 
lightful converſe cannot make him a- 
mends for the abſence of his Dulcinea. 
Stupid wretch ! and yet JI take infinite 
pains to amuſe him. We ſtroll toge- 
ther in the woods ; I chat, he forces 
à ſmile, anſwers me at random: a fort 
ol eroſs purpoſes; no forfeits redeemed 

however; and yet I believe the man 
does not want talents for an agreeable 
trifler; but his preſent fituation, a fate 
of ſbſpence ;—Poofiſh fellow ! why fuf- 
petice ? has he not mamma's approba- 
tion? does be not know that the lite 


acknowledged daughter makes a point 
1 
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of being dutiful? and as ſhe is ſeveral 
years in arrears, ſhe will think it incum- 
bent on her to pay now at once, both 


intereſt and principle: and that, I think, | 


cannot amount to leſs than an implicit 
obedience, to the requeſt of a dying 
parent; a requeſt, to Which, by the 
bye, no woman in England could poſ- 
fibly make one ſingle objection, whoſe 
affections are (as her's now muſt be) 
diſengaged; for our charming uncle s 
now out of the queſtion. For my part, 
T have fo very little doubt of its being 
a match, that I am conning over a few 
new country dances, in order to be 
5 properly OT. to dance at her wed- 
ding. ä | 3 


But alas! if poor Mrs. Melvin. 

is ſtrange, that I cannot for ten mi- 
nutes together be grave; ſuch a ſupera- 
bundant ſtock of animal ſpirits has na- 


ture ſeen fit to beſtow on me !—When | 
I am 


4 & 
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I am in her apartment, indeed, 1 catch 
the infection, and weep as well as the 
beſt of them: but the moment I find 
myſelf again in the open air; or when, 
at the foot of the ſtairs, Lindſey, with 
a face as long as my arm, eagerly faul- 
ters out, Ah, Lady Suſan, your eyes 
« 2re moiſt, is the worſe? for the life 
of me I cannot keep my features under 
proper diſcipline ; there is ſomething fo 
reviving in the fight of a pretty fellow, 
and ſomething ſo laughable too in their 
manner of appearing doleful. Tears be- 
come our ſex ; grief gives a feminine 
ſoftneſs to our air; but the ſtrong 
manly lines of their faces do not pro- 
perly yield to the plaintives. Sir Wil- 
liam is an exception: there is an un- 
common dignity in his ſorrow; but he 
has as much -ſenfibility as one of us: 
more, you will fay, than falls to the 
| ſhare. of her who, amidſt ſuch! diſmal 
ſcenes, can write with ſo much levity. 


4 But, 


mighty fond of that little girl's com- 
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But, child; 1 write ah to ka my- 
ſelf and you ; and neither you nor I 


have much taſte for the pathetick : a 
laughter-loving goddeſs is Venus ; and 
| how often have we been faid to reſem 
ble that — . 


nas towards. the envoy 1 he is 


pany, his principal confidant,” to whom 
without reſerve he can talk of his fair- 
one. A trio will, J think, bees 
be full as lively as a duet; fo adieu: 

fly to join them. Reſtleſs mortal 4 
William, come forth from the cham- 
ber of mourning : let ms enjoy nad an 
ſence of him who alone can fix my at- 


| tention, and keep me from this eternal 


wandering, in ſearch of I fcarce know | 
what. Adieu, _— Your's, „ 


% 78 8. RoacupaLr: 
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The Honourable Mr. Linnsy to 


_ Henzy BEL v ILLE, Efqz 


\EN thouſand — my dear 
| Relville, for your friendly letter, 
add; the kind concern you expreſs for 
my happineſs. I am happy, my friend, 
- Wupremely happy! and yet, I muſt in 
gratitude "ſhed a ſorrowing tear to the 
memory of her, who, with her laft 
breath, beſtowed on. me the moſt 
lovely of women: How affecting to me 
was that moſt important moment of my 
life! I have reaſon to hope too, that 
my. charmer yielded without compul- 
fion. No other man, ſhe own'd, had 
the leaſt intereſt in her valued heart. I 
am truely ſenſible of your merit, 


a Mr. aac (faid ws) 3 but, at pre- 
; | 1775 66 ſent, 


: = 


Freren 
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* ſent, your own generous ſenſibility _ 


« will teach you to excuſe a grief, which 
ce wholly engroſſes me, and renders me 


“dead to all other ſenſations. I obey, 


* however, the moſt reſpected of mo- 


e thers, without regret. But ah! ſuf- 


fer me to mourn; give me time; join 
in my forrow.; ſoothe me by your 
« ſympathy ; ſtrengthen the tender 


= * friendſhip I already feel for the pre- 


<« ſerver of my honour ; and if love can 
* evermore viſit this afflicted boſom, 
<« be aſſured, that Mr. Lindſey alone 
ſhall be the object who inſpires it.” _ 


I aſk no more. My unremitted afli- 


duity my fervent paſſion !—O, I de- 


ſpair not but to awaken her ſenſibility : 
even her grief, which ncw ſhe fancie 
fo wholly engroſſes her, will aſſiſt me; 
for grief ſoftens the heart, and prepares 

it for tender impreſſion, I ſhall be the 
| | * moſt 
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oft fortunate E men, and the moſt 
ſenſible of my good fortune. As foon 
as the funeral rites are performed; as 
ſoon as the een and regret- 
ted Mrs. Melvin is depoſited amongſt 

her noble anceſtors, we ſhall all ſet off 
for Melvin-Abbey. Sudley only ſerves 
to * us of our _ 


Tour old Paris FAY TN lady 
Sufan Roachdale, is of our party; as 
gay and coquettiſh as ever, the meereſt 
flirt in nature: no fcenes, however 
diſmal, can for a moment aſſect her ſpi- 
rits. In the midſt of all our diſtreſs, ſne 
is planning ſchemes to make a con- 

queſt of the baronet ; very unſucceſsful. 
they will prove. 1 am much miſtaken 
if ſhe is at all to his taſte : Beſides, he 
declared in a very ſolemn manner to his 


dying ſiſter, when talking on ſome ſub- 


jt that introduced it, 1 hat nothing 
| on 


1 * 
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on earch e tempt U change 
his widow'd ſlate. © Your child, your 
« Mariana, coun he, ( preſſing her 
% feeble hand between his) ſhall be 
„ mine. I adopt her as ſuch. I was 
ee her guardian, but now I wiſh her to 
* regard me as her father.” At his ſeat 
we are to continue, 'till my felicity is 
compleated; 'till from his hand I re- 
ceive my angel bride. I ſhall on that 

delightful occaſion expect the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you and your lady. Ah, when 
will the happy day arrive ? a month at 
leaſt we muſt, I fear, ſacrifice to cuſ- 
tom, Yet why ſhould my charmer 
delay my blifs ſo long? her being a 
wife need not conſtrain the feelings of 

the daughter. No: her ſympathizing 
+ Lindſey, her lover, her huſband, would 
mix his tears with hers. 


Adieu, my - friend. Vo 
tient as 1 am, yet fince ſuch an angel is 
L3 to 
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to reward my pains, I could, like ano- 
ther Jacob—— Interrupted ! a melan- 
choly interruption ! O that fable hearſe ! 
Adieu, in haſte. Ah let me fly to my 
love! ſhe finks, ſhe faints undes the 
oppreſſion of woe. 


Vour's, 


Jamss Lix psx. 
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B ou T five months after the 
, date of Mr. Lindſey” s laſt letter, 
I did myſelf the honour, in company of 
ſome of Sir W illiam's intimate friends, 
to pay a viſit at the Abbey : a congra- 
tulary viſit: for then, and not till then, 
the charming Mariana condeſcended to 
bleſs the enraptured Lindſey with her 
hand. Time had pretty well buried the 
; remembrance of all their griefs ; happi- 

neſs and joy dwelt on every counte- 
nance. The houſe wWas crowded with | 
gueſts ; but amongft the number of fine 
| women, the three lovely couſins thoge 
JO. The faireſt of the fair I 


L4 had 
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had never before ſeen, the celebrated 
Mariana; and never could I have ſeen 
| her to ſo, much advantage. The timid 
delicate modeſty of a bride, gave a thou- 
= graces to one of the moſt beauti- 
ful faces that fancy could conceive. I 
Vas for ſome moments unable to acquit | 
myſelf in-the uſual forms of good-breed- 
ing ; fo many charms blazing on me at 
once, abſolutely ſtruck me f peechleſs. 
Nor did Nancy and Oli via eſcape with- 
out their due ſhare of admiration : Lucy 
too, though leſs ſtriking, is 4 moſt a- 
1225 figure. Sir William, ever di- 


inguiſhed for the graceful eaſe, yet 
uncominon di ignity of his manner, at- 
Trated as much notice from the female 
part of his gueſts, as the male paid to 
"the three goddeſſes. Lindſey would 
have been equally admired, but that 
they faw it was in vain to lavith their 
admiration on an ingrate, who had 
. | no 


— 


no eyes, no ears, e . . 


bride. 5 YT B24 ont MET 


Our entertainment. was no tefs 1 


than magnificent. Melvin-Abbey was 
again become the ſeat of the loves and 
graces, an encomium formerly be- 


ſtowed on it by the ſprightly lady 
Roachdale ; who was of aur party and 


as ſprightly as ever, though ſhe had 


given up all hopes of conquering. the 


flinty heart of Sir William. © I call it 


fliopty, (faid ſhe gaily to me, when 
talking on the ſubject) becauſe I am pa- 


fitive, I have ere now, in ſpite of all 
its barſhneſs, now and thaw hammer d 
out a few ſparks ; but I could not light 


up a match after all my pains. Nem- 


import, if one won't another will: I am 


determined not. to die a widow this 
bout, whatever I may, chuſs ta do here- 
L 5 aſter.” 
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after“ T believe ſhe will make good her 


determination, fince a violent flirtation 


1s going on between her and a hand- 
Tome red coat, one Crofts ; who ſeems. 
very well inclined to follow her lead; 


ſhould it even be: as far as the altar of 
5 e 


Wie I continued at the Abbey, I. 


had the good fortune ſo far to. ingra- 
tiate myſelf with Mrs. Lindſey, that 


ſhe honoured me with the particulars of 
her hiſtory, of which before I had but 
an imperfet knowledge. At her re- 


PE I. was even favoured by Miſs Pem- 
F broke with a peruſal” of their letters: 


after reading them, I expreſſed a curio- | 


fity to know what was become of the 


unfortunate Mrs. Warrender, with 


whom I found Mrs. Lindſey had kept 
12 a regular correſpondence. A moſt 


affecting 
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affecting correſpondence I found. it was. 
But I ſhould extend this work beyond 
the limits I have preſcribed to myſelf, 
were I to. inſert all thoſe epiſtles ; the 
laſt therefore ſhall ſuffice, which I flat- 
ter myſelf will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, of whom I now take my 
leave. Let Jeſſy ſpeak in her turn. 


Mrs. WarRENDER to Mrs. CRaven. 


Paris. 
O, my dear 84. 100 there is 
a wide difference between our 
our fates. Vour example therefore, how-- 
ever juſtifiable, can be no precedent to. 
the unfortunate Jeſſy. Vour firſt mar- 
riage like mine, it is true, had the ſame: 
melancholy cataftrophy + but ah, with. 
what different ſentiments: did we engage: 
i 
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in the ſacred union! Your's, my lovely 
friend, was a forced alliance; mine 
fatally pleaſing. Yet, painful recollec- 
tion! my heart ſtill beats with violent 
emotion at the' remembrance, and all 
my former tenderneſs ruſhes upon my 
foul. Oh, Warrender ! moſt lovely and 
moſt beloved of men ! is it poſſible I 
ever ſhould forget thee ? or can any o- 
ther ever efface the deep impreſfion you 
made on the too conſtant heart of your 
Jeſſy ? No; tis thy faults only that are 
buried, for thy image ſtill lives, ſtill 
reigus in this afflicted boſom. In vain 
then does my Mariana plead for lord 
W.; in vain does even a father plead; 
and far more in vain is that lover conti- 
nually at my feet. Alas! add not to 
my diſtreſs, by your well meant impor- 
tunities ! ſuffer me to be the beſt judge 
| of- what is conducive to my peace 


| hap» 
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| happineſs I en alk nor habe: for. - 
have done all I can to oblige. Have 
I not, to gratify the miſtaken fondneſs |. 
of a parent whom I revere, joined in 
every idle empty (empty of joy to me) 


ſcene of dif ipation which this gay city 9 


affords? How often have I, to ſuit my- 
ſelf to the taſte of my company, worn 
a ſmiling face, while my ſad heart was 
weigh'd down with forrow ; a forrow + 
that can only end with my exiſtence? 
O my friends! exact not of me any 
longer ſo painful a facrifice.! let me 
quietly retire to that retreat for which I 
anguiſh ! that chofen aſſy lum, whoſe 
ſacred walls ſhall hide me from a world, 
which to me has loſt all its charms. 
My father begins to yield. Your ſo- 
ciety, my friend, I ſhall then enjoy as 
much as now : chide me not for what I 
am going to tell you. Would I could 

het * 
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rectiſy your notions in regard to a. mo- 
naſtic ſtate ! I wiſh my Mariana could 
be perſuaded, that it is at leaſt peace- 
| fully comfortable for—Call me not raſh 
or precipitate : I am already entered on 
my noviciate : a few months more, and 
an irreyocable vow will have paſſed my 
lips. Mean time pray for me: different 
as are our faiths, my charity extends to 
all; nor do I doubt but that the prayers. 
of the juſt, though their religion bears. a 
different name, will meet with ſuc- 


ceſs at the throne of grace. Pray then. 


that I may be reſtored to my long-loft: 
peace. Lou ſay, that a convent is a 
proper puniſhment. for thoſe. that have 
behaved. ill. in their earthly probatian ;. 
a baftile, where loft Virgins ſhould. hide; 
and not, by mixing with, put to bluſn. 
the virtuous females, that are the beſt 
rn of | a Erick Sen. Tau 
1557 bid 
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- bid me ſtay in the world, as a pattern 
for the unhappy; and evidence, that 
virtue, ſoon or late, meets the good it 
merits. Vou paint future pleaſures to 
me in high colours; you urge a ſecond 
marriage, for ſecond marriages are 
happy. I bope your's will not prove an- 
exception, I muſt not more liſten to the 
voice of the charmer : I bear a grate- 
ful mind for all the favours you have 
conferred on me, but paſt woes have 
touched my heart my ſpirits are de- 
jected: I now ſeek not pleaſure, and 
only hope for a tranquil abode, till I 
make my final exit —On you may all 
the pleaſures wait l may the grandeur: 
of rich cities, the innocence of villages, | 
intermixed with caſcades from hills, and 
the purling rivulets in. verdant meads, 
make your days paſs ſerene ; and when 
time's curtain drops, and you bid adieu. 
to worldly ſplendour, may a ſcene of 

= bliſs 


* 


8 f 


ves de your proſpect, and you be 
Fired in pleaſures, greater than in the 
| power of pen to deferibe. PH | 


' +. © Your's evermore, 


Issy WARRENDER. 
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